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Dear Reader, Friends, and Colleagues,

With pleasure, we present our new Biennial Report 2023/2024. Taking an external per-
spective on the breadth and depth of services our clinic has delivered over the past two 
years, we are truly filled with pride. Our continued development, even in the face of  
logistical and organizational challenges due to our four locations, speaks to the dedi-
cation and adaptability of our entire team.

One of our ongoing challenges remains the physical separation of our clinic’s locations. 
While the split between sites presents a daily hurdle – especially in terms of patient flow 
and leadership coordination – our teams have shown remarkable ability to adapt and 
make the best of this complex arrangement.

In terms of patient care, we have continued to optimize processes and enhance quality 
through unified leadership structures.

A major milestone in this regard were the reorganization of the outpatient clinics 
and physical therapy units in early 2024. Under the leadership of Dr. med. Dr. sc.  
nat. Barbara Meier-Schiesser, all specialized outpatient consultations – including light 
therapy – will be brought under one umbrella. Furthermore, radiotherapy will be inte-
grated into dermato-oncology, and laser medicine will be repositioned within our sur-
gical services. These changes are designed to streamline pathways and further improve 
the patient journey.

Another significant transition involved a generational shift in the leadership of the 
allergy department. As of March – and officially from July 2024 – Prof. Dr. Peter 
Schmid-Grendelmeier, known nationwide as “Mr. Allergy Switzerland,” will hand over 
the reins after more than 20 years of exceptional service. His successor, Prof. Dr. med. 
PhD Marie-Charlotte Brüggen, has been preparing for this responsibility for several 
years. This careful and structured transition ensures seamless continuity in both  
patient care and academic leadership. We express our heartfelt gratitude to both for 
their outstanding contributions during this handover.

In research, we are once again pleasantly surprised by the continued rise of our cumu-
lative impact factor, which has reached 1700 in 2024. The research department of our 
dermatology clinic is the largest within the University Hospital Zurich, and our inter-
national reputation continues to grow. Notably, Prof. Dr. Reinhard Dummer ranks as 
one of the most highly cited cancer researchers This success is made possible not only 
through a strong international network but also through indispensable local research 
partnerships, especially with the University of Zurich and ETH. We would like to  
highlight the excellence of the Skintegrity.ch platform and our close collaboration with 
Prof. Dr. Sabine Werner.

Editorial
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Prof. Dr. med. Reinhard Dummer
Vice-Chairman 

Department of Dermatology 
University Hospital Zurich

Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Kündig
Director

Department of Dermatology 
University Hospital Zurich

In terms of quality management and certifications, we once again achieved excel-
lent audit results in 2023/24, including ISO, TÜV, DKG/Onkozert, laboratory accredita-
tion, GA²LEN, and recognition by Self-Help Switzerland/Zurich. These results under-
score the vital role of quality management in our daily operations – not as a burdensome 
bureaucracy, but as a truly valuable and facilitating tool for clinical excellence. We thank 
Catherine Frey-Blanc and PD Dr. Philipp Bosshard for their outstanding coordination 
and leadership in this area.

Digital innovation continues to transform the way we deliver care. Our digital consul-
tations have become a highly appreciated part of our patient services. They allow for 
smart triage, reduce long waiting times, and offer a highly efficient, individualized  
platform for care. Special thanks go to the dedicated team led by Dr. Christian Greis for 
their ongoing efforts in developing this service further, and for expanding it also into 
allergy care.

Last but not least, we celebrate several personal achievements within our team,  
reflecting the academic and clinical excellence of our staff:
•	 Prof. Dr. Julia-Tatjana Maul received her titular professorship in December 2024.
•	 PD Dr. Lara V. Maul-Duwendag was awarded the Venia Legendi in 2024.

We thank everyone in our team for their continued commitment, innovation, and team-
work, which make these accomplishments possible. With such a strong foundation,  
we look forward with confidence to the future. 

Enjoy!
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The Department of Dermatology at University Hospital  
Zurich (UHZ) is committed to providing sustained leader-
ship in research, patient care, and education in the fields of 
dermatology, venereology, and allergology. 

Our nationally and internationally acclaimed department 
features centers of excellence for skin cancer, inflamma-
tory and allergic skin diseases, and dermatological surgery. 
Our team of 47 specialist physicians delivers high-quality 
patient care across all areas of dermatology, venereology, 
and allergology through our extensive outpatient clinic 
(Dermatologische Poliklinik), inpatient dermatology service, 
daycare unit, and a network of tertiary care referral clinics. 
These clinics cover a wide range of specialty areas, includ-
ing melanoma and challenging pigmented lesions, non- 
melanoma skin cancers, cutaneous lymphoma, bullous and 
autoimmune skin diseases, medical dermatology, psoriasis, 
hair and scalp disorders, occupational and contact der-
matitis, dermatologic surgery, dermatopathology, and 
physical therapies (phototherapy, radiotherapy, and laser 
therapy).

Our research activities focus on basic and translational re-
search related to skin diseases, primarily skin cancer and 
inflammatory skin diseases. The efforts of our research 
groups are reflected in regular publications in high-impact 
journals and a significant cumulative annual impact factor. 
Collaboration and networking with talented scientists and 
research groups at the University of Zurich, ETH, collabo- 
rative networks such as the Cancer Network Zurich, and 
other leading European dermatology centers significantly 
enhance our research activities. Education is the third main 
area of focus for our department. In recent years, we have 
concentrated our resources on pre-graduate and post- 
graduate training, as well as the development and main-
tenance of DOIT (Dermatology Online with Interactive Tech-
nology), our innovative internet-based pre-graduate learn-
ing tool, in collaboration with the European Dermatology 
Forum.

Assignment 1
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Mission 
statement2

Working in close collaboration with other 
departments and institutes at UHZ, the top priorities 

of the Department of Dermatology are to:

Offer high-quality individual 
diagnosis and therapy for various 

skin diseases, while educating 
patients on skincare and the 
prevention of skin diseases. 

 
Provide a high level of teaching 

and training in dermatology at both 
pre- and post-graduate levels. 

 
Conduct innovative basic and 

clinical research with the ultimate 
aim of improving patient care. 

 
Foster constructive collaboration 

and networks with private 
practitioners and primary and 

secondary institutional care 
providers.

Our aim is to strengthen our position as one of 
the leading dermatology departments in Europe, 

while fulfilling our mission.
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Oberärztin i.V.
Dr. med. 
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Oberärztin i.V.
* Dr. med. 

 Zara Liniger
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* Dr. med.
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* Dr. med. 

Michael Geiges
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* Dr. med.  
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* Dr. med. 
Claudia Lang
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* Prof. Dr. med.  
Julia-Tatjana Maul

Dermatoonkologie
* Dr. med.  

Omar Hasan Ali

Dermatoonkologie
* PD Dr. med. Lara Valeska 

Maul-Duwendag

Allergiestation
* Dr. med.

Sara Micaletto

Allergiestation
* Dr. med. 

Larissa Meier

Studienteam/
Lymphom

Dr. med. Dr. sc. med.  
Egle Ramelyte

Oberarzt
* Dr. med.  

Fabio Bertoldo

Oberärztin 
* Dr. med.  

Diana Lazarevic

Dermatochirurgie
* Dr. med.

David Muggli

Oberärzt*innen

Leitende/r Oberärztin/arzt

Klinikleitung



Outpatient unit (“Poliklinik”) and specialist care clinics          

Our Dermatological Outpatient Clinic (“Poliklinik”) provides 
expert care for patients with a wide range of general skin 
conditions, while also offering specialized consultations for 
complex dermatologic disorders. These include autoimmune 
skin diseases, psoriasis, atopic dermatitis, hidradenitis sup-
purativa, skin cancer, acne and other severe dermatoses, 
hair and scalp disorders, hyperhidrosis, urticaria, and pedi-
atric dermatology, among others. The clinic is led by Dr. med. 
Dr. sc. nat. Meier-Schiesser, supported by a dedicated team 
of specialists: Dr. med. Fabio Bertoldo, Dr. med. Madleina 
Senn, Dr. med. Fabienne Fröhlich and Prof. Dr. med. Julia- 
Tatjana Maul. Together, they ensure comprehensive and in-
dividualized care in a welcoming and professional environ-
ment. Since February 2024, our outpatient unit has been 
enhanced by the integration of the Light and Photodynamic 
Therapy Division. This addition offers valuable treatment  
options, particularly for patients with inflammatory skin  
diseases, which often benefit from light therapy. Further-
more, photodynamic therapy plays a key role in treating 
sun-induced skin damage, such as actinic keratosis, provid-
ing an effective and evidence-based therapeutic approach.

In the Swiss healthcare system, the five university hospi-
tals are responsible for providing the country’s inpatient 
dermatology services. In contrast, outpatient care is avail-
able in both the private sector and public institutions, in-
cluding university and cantonal hospitals. The USZ Depart-
ment of Dermatology is the largest academic dermatology 
center in Switzerland, offering state-of-the-art inpatient 
medical care for complex and rare skin conditions. The de-
partment’s skilled surgeons perform intricate surgical pro-
cedures and histologically controlled interventions, while 
the team is equipped to administer complex chemother-
apeutic regimens and intravenous immunotherapy, includ-
ing antibodies and fusion molecules. Additionally, we pro-
vide a comprehensive range of outpatient services, 
including highly specialized consultations. Our depart-
ment benefits from a robust referral base for these spe-
cialized activities, as well as its own on-site histopathol-
ogy laboratory.

Patient care and laboratories & 
key financial figures4
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Dermatooncology clinic

The dermatoncology clinic is one of the largest in Switzer-
land, with over 11,000 consultations per year concerning all 
types of skin cancer. Most of our patients suffer from met-
astatic melanoma and are primarily treated with recently 
developed immunotherapies, which are highly effective 
treatment modalities. We also have a large unit dedicated 
to Non-Melanoma Skin Cancer (NMSC) and serve as a re-
ferral center for lymphomas and Merkel cell carcinomas.

The dermatoncology clinic comprises a large team of can-
cer specialists, including Prof. Dr. med. Reinhard Dummer, 
PD Dr. med. Joanna Mangana, PD Dr. med. Lara Maul- 
Duwendag, Dr. med. Mirjam Nägeli, Dr. med. Omar Hasan 
Ali, Dr. med. Dr. sc. med. Egle Ramelyte, and Dr. med. Lukas 
Krähenbühl. In our daycare immunotherapy unit, we pri-
marily treat skin cancer patients, administering over 2,800 
infusions annually in both inpatient and outpatient settings.

The center includes the following clinics:

–	 The Pigmented Lesion & Skin Cancer Prevention Clinic,  
	 previously led by Prof. R. Braun (until January 2024) and  
	 now headed by PD Dr. Lara V. Maul-Duwendag, utilizes  
	 modern high-tech equipment such as confocal micro- 
	 scopy, skin surface video microscopy, dermatoscopy,  
	 and full-body imaging for the early detection of melanoma.

–	 The Radiotherapy Sector, formerly headed by PD Dr.  
	 Laurence Imhof until January 2024 and now led by Dr.  
� Dr. Egle Ramelyte, features advanced X-ray devices for  
	 superficial radiotherapy of skin cancer and selected  
	 refractory inflammatory diseases. Over 3,000 treatments  
	 are performed each year.

–	 The Skin Cancer Clinic, led by Prof. Dr. R. Dummer and  
	 PD Dr. J. Mangana, provides highly professional treat- 
	 ment and follow-up services for patients with various  
	 types of skin cancer. Outpatient infusion therapies are  
	 managed by PD Dr. J. Mangana, while Dr. M. Nägeli over- 
	 sees a specialized non-melanoma skin cancer clinic.  
	 Access to the most innovative clinical trials is available  
	 through the clinical trial unit, headed by Dr. Dr. E. Rame- 
	 lyte and Prof. Dr. J.-T. Maul.

With the incidence of melanoma and other skin cancers 
rising worldwide, and new therapies extending the survival 
of patients with advanced stages of these diseases, com-
plex medical care has become essential. The most effec-
tive treatment for complicated melanoma and skin cancer 
is provided at specialized referral centers, such as the Skin 
Cancer Center, which is part of USZ’s Comprehensive Cancer 
Center Zurich. Our goals are to deliver optimized melanoma 
therapy, document the best patient-reported treatment 
outcomes, and conduct successful clinical and transla-
tional research, all of which require a dedicated interdisci-
plinary team.

In today’s rapidly evolving scientific landscape, modern skin 
cancer management exemplifies precision medicine. Net-
working and collaborative projects involving basic research 
at local, national, and international levels are crucial. We 
particularly seek to include well-established local basic  
research groups and cooperative projects, including the  
investigation of patient samples collected in the biobank.

Clinical research, including clinical trials sponsored by phar-
maceutical companies and initiated by investigators, is vital 
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for developing a comprehensive understanding of clinical 
science. Patients are regularly informed about these projects 
and actively support these efforts when possible.

Dermatologic surgery and Mohs micrographic surgery

Our dermatosurgery unit is dedicated to skin cancer sur-
gery, primarily by peripheral and deep en face margin as-
sessment (PDEMA), i.e., Mohs micrographic surgery and the 
Tübinger Torte technique. Surgical repair is one of the many 
special focuses of our team. An excellent interdisciplinary 
cooperation with plastic surgery, ENT-, maxillofacial and 
oculoplastic surgery is available to treat patients with com-
plex surgical defects. The staff consists of PD Dr. med. Mar-
jam Barysch-Bonderer, Dr. med. Fabio Bertoldo, Dr. med. 
Christian Greis, Prof. Dr. med. Jürg Hafner, PD Dr. med. Sev-
erin. Läuchli, PD Dr. med. David Muggli, Dr. med. Valerio Del 
Prete, Dr. med. Carla Murer, Dr. med. Stephan Nobbe, and 
the team of specialized nurses (Dina Zlatic and team).  
Together, they treat over 4,000 skin cancer lesions annu-
ally. The vast majority can be operated on under local an-

esthesia. Elderly and frail persons can stay as inpatients 
for brief periods of hospitalization, making this center par-
ticularly suitable for geriatric dermatologic surgery. Phle-
bology and chronic wounds, as well as keloids and scars 
are further fields of activity, where our team can provide a 
large variety of modern treatments, based on long and pro-
found clinical experience. 

Laser Division: One important area of dermatology con-
cerns laser skin treatments. We have a small but excellent 
division here, which, in addition to the frequent laser ap-
plications in aesthetic dermatology, is also dedicated to 
the treatment of rare skin diseases. Teaching residents is 
of course also a central concern here. 

Clinic for immunocompromised patients

The clinic for immunocompromised patients, led by Dr. Mir-
jam Nägeli, primarily serves individuals who are on immu-
nosuppressive medication following organ or stem cell 
transplants, as well as those undergoing long-term immu-
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nosuppressive treatment for inflammatory diseases. The 
primary goal is to prevent skin cancer, as the risk for these 
patients to develop non-melanoma skin cancer (NMSC) is 
at least 65 times higher than that of immunocompetent in-
dividuals. Additionally, we offer guidance on preventive 
measures such as protective clothing, sunscreen, and other 
strategies. The clinic benefits from close collaboration with 
the USZ Transplantation Center, whose coordinators reg-
ularly refer patients to us. As organ transplant recipients 
are now living longer, the number of patients seeking our 
services continues to rise.

We are also affiliated with international organizations such 
as SCOPE (Skin Care in Organ Transplant Patients Europe; 
scopenetwork.org) and ITSCC (International Transplant Skin 
Cancer Collaborative).

Allergy unit

Diagnosis and management of the full range of allergic 
diseases
Allergic conditions are becoming increasingly prevalent. We 
diagnose and treat a comprehensive spectrum of allergies, 
including skin disorders related to allergies such as atopic 
dermatitis, urticarial contact dermatitis, and mastocytosis. 
Additionally, we address inhalant allergies like rhinoconjunc- 
tivitis and allergic asthma caused by pollen, dust mites, or 
pet allergens, as well as the rising incidence of food aller-
gies and intolerances. We also manage reactions to honey-
bee and wasp stings, with severe cases benefiting from highly 
effective ultra-rush immunotherapy regimens. For drug al-
lergies, we offer a full range of skin tests, state-of-the-art in 
vitro diagnostics such as the Basophil Activation Test (BAT) 
and modified Lymphocyte Transformation Test (LLT), provo-
cation tests, and various drug deactivation protocols. We 
maintain close interdisciplinary ties with many other special-
ties, sharing outpatient clinics and boards.

For many years, our department was led with great dedica-
tion by Prof. Dr. med. Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier, who played 
a pivotal role in shaping modern allergology at the University 
Hospital Zurich. In spring 2024, he took his well- deserved re-
tirement after an impressive career. His expertise, tireless com-
mitment to patient care, and contributions to research and 
education have left a lasting impact on the department.

Since April 2024, Prof. Dr. med. Marie-Charlotte Brüggen 
has taken over as head of the department. With her exten-
sive experience in allergology and immunology, she con-
tinues the work with renewed dynamism, introducing in- 
novative diagnostic and therapeutic approaches while 
strengthening interdisciplinary collaboration and transla-
tional research. Under her leadership, the team remains 
dedicated to providing cutting-edge allergy management, 

combining state-of-the-art diagnostics and therapies with 
a strong patient-centered approach. By effectively man-
aging allergies and emphasizing education on preventive 
measures, her focus is on further enhancing high-quality 
patient care and establishing the department as a lead-
ing center for allergic diseases and translational research.

Education of Patients and Health Professionals
Patient education is one of our top priorities. In addition to 
individual education for anaphylaxis, asthma, and atopic 
dermatitis, we work closely with organizations like aha! and 
CK CARE to promote patient education for allergic diseases. 
We offer highly sought-after training opportunities for in-
dividuals to become board-certified specialists in allergies 
and immunology, as well as training courses for allied health 
professionals. Thanks to the support of CK CARE, we have 
re-initiated a patient-care consultation where patients can 
meet face-to-face with an experienced nurse to discuss 
how to manage atopic dermatitis care. We regularly orga-
nize educational events for health professionals, including 
our annual Allergy Symposium and contributions to the 
ZDFT, as well as national and international educational 
events for healthcare providers.

Our inpatient clinic
	
The inpatient ward consists of 18 beds for dermatologic pa-
tients, as well as 6 flexible beds that can be shared with 
other departments based on current demand. These beds 
are dedicated to the treatment of particularly severe and 
extensive forms of skin diseases. The ward is especially 
suited for patients with refractory atopic dermatitis, pso-
riasis, complex autoimmune diseases, as well as those with 
skin cancer, including metastatic melanoma, cutaneous 
lymphoma, or elderly and frail patients undergoing major 
skin cancer surgery for non-melanoma skin cancer. As part 
of dermatological complex therapy, we offer bath therapy, 
light therapy, and cloth therapy.

The medical team, including Prof. Dr. Thomas Kündig, Prof. 
Dr. Reinhard Dummer, Prof. Dr. Jürg Hafner, Dr. Mirjam 
Nägeli, Dr. Andrea Boesch, Dr. Marina Schneider, and Dr. 
Fabienne Huber, along with a team of staff physicians and 
residents, bring extensive clinical experience to benefit our 
patients suffering from severe skin conditions. The dedica-
tion, professionalism, and friendly atmosphere are highly 
appreciated by our patients.

Photopheresis

The extracorporeal photopheresis has established itself as 
a cross-disciplinary therapy derived from dermatology. At 
the USZ, it is performed on a short-stay basis in the derma-
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tology ward with 4 machines (a total of 703 treatments in 
2024). In Switzerland, this therapy is approved for cutane-
ous T-cell lymphoma of the Sézary type, chronic lung rejec-
tion after lung transplantation, and chronic graft-versus- 
host disease after stem cell transplantation. The therapy is 
applied monthly after an induction phase, is safe, effective, 
and has few side effects. Leukocytes are obtained from pe-
ripheral blood through centrifugation, which are then irra-
diated with ultraviolet A (UVA) light after the addition of the 
photosensitizer 8-methoxypsoralen and reinfused into the 
patient on two consecutive days once a month. It has im-
munomodulatory effects. Chair Dr. Mirjam Nägeli

Consultative Service

At the USZ, we offer a consultative service for all inpatients 
in other departments who suffer from skin disorders. Addi-
tionally, we provide care for patients in the Burn Intensive 
Care Unit with toxic epidermal necrolysis (TEN), the most 
severe form of drug allergy. We also actively participate in 
various interdisciplinary boards.

Nursing care

The ward is managed by Moritz La Roche, the department 
head. The nursing staff consists of qualified nurses and 
healthcare professionals who work in shifts on the ward. 
Heiko Müller (Nursing Expert Dermatology, MScN) is respon-
sible for professional development and nursing quality. In-
patient dermatology is located on the top floor of the NORD 
2 building, sharing the floor with Rheumatology. The new 

inpatient dermatology rooms include single, double, and 
four-bed rooms, a shared medication and supplies room, 
various utility rooms, and a spacious ward room. Patients 
are welcomed at the information desk on the ward, and an 
attractive waiting area is provided for them.

All rooms are designed with wooden panels and are 
equipped with a bathroom, including a WC and shower. 
Automatic air conditioning ensures a comfortable tempera-
ture throughout the year, both in winter and summer.With 
the relocation, the extracorporeal photopheresis service 
has also been moved to the ward. This consists of four ma-
chines with four bed spaces, divided into two rooms.

“As health economists, we focus 
on efficient resource use, 

sustainable healthcare, and 
evidence-based medicine 

to ensure cost-effective, 
high-quality care and 

long-term benefits.”
David Herzig

“Our aim is to contribute to a 
better understanding of allergic 

diseases, and, through this, 
improve diagnostic and 

therapeutic approaches.”
Brüggen Charlotte, Prof. Dr. med. PhD
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Quantitative and Financial Key Facts

Number of Leaves in Inpatient Clinic

Duration of stay of Inpatients (average)

Casemix-Index

Number of Outpatients 

Consultations outpatient setting

Taxpoints (outpatient setting in thousand)

Biopsies Dermatopathology

	 2020	 2021	 2022	 2023	 2024
					    	
	              1’648 	  1’654 	  1’531 	 1’599	 1’523

 	 4.8 	  4.2 	  3.9 	 3.4	 3.4

	  0.893 	  0.885 	  0.841 	 0.773	 0.795

	 22’309	 24’829	 26’271	 28’790	 31’596

	 67’577	 79’131	 80’363	 81’645	 82’951

	 19’815	 21’598	 21’354	 22’566	 24’259

	 32’133	 33’816	 34’229	 35’028	 37’340

Laboratory facilities

The laboratories of the Department of Dermatology, led by 
Prof. Dr. Thomas Kündig, are dedicated to both routine  
diagnostics and research.

Routine Diagnostic Laboratories
The state-of-the-art diagnostic laboratories (deputy:  
PD Dr. Philipp Bosshard) are accredited according to ISO 
15189:2022. These laboratories consist of two main units:

Dermatopathology
The dermatopathology lab is managed by PD Dr. Jivko  
Kamarachev and PD Dr. Katrin Kerl French, and it processes 
over 35,000 internal and external samples per year. For-
malin-fixed or frozen (cryo-) tissues are analyzed using con-
ventional histological staining or more specific immuno-
pathological tests, such as immunohistochemistry and 
immunofluorescence. The lab also conducts pathogen or 
oncogene screening tests in collaboration with the mole- 
cular diagnostics lab and the USZ Institute of Pathology.  
Additionally, the dermatopathology lab is a certified teach-
ing center, organizing regular dermatology courses for 
residents in collaboration with the European Academy of 
Dermatology and Venereology (EADV).

Allergology, Molecular Diagnostics, Mycology and Syphilis 
Serology
These four labs together analyze more than 15,000 patient 
samples annually. The allergology lab offers, among other 
tests, microarray-based IgE testing (ALEX/ISAC) and the ba-

sophil activation test (BAT) for drug allergies. In molecular 
diagnostics, pathogen detection tests for infections like HSV-
VZV or genital ulcer disease are performed. The mycology 
lab is a renowned reference laboratory for dermatophyte 
infections, offering both culture and dermato-mycoses PCR 
testing. Notably, the syphilis serology lab detects approxi-
mately one-tenth of all new syphilis cases in Switzerland.

Research Laboratories
The research unit of the Department of Dermatology (dep-
uty: Prof. Pål Johansen, PhD) has been continuously ex-
panding over the past 13 years (see separate article in this 
issue). Currently, about 60 researchers and 15 students are 
working in the laboratories, which were relocated in Feb-
ruary 2021 to new research facilities at Wagistrasse 18 in 
Schlieren. These labs are equipped with state-of-the-art 
settings and technology to facilitate competitive pre-clinical 
and basic research in cell and tumor biology, skin inflam-
mation and infections, immunology, and allergy.

The research labs are TÜV SÜD certified according to ISO 
standards and adhere to GCP and GLP guidelines for re-
search involving patient materials. The Schlieren campus 
also houses numerous other research departments and 
units from USZ and UZH. The new site provides access to 
many shared research facilities, including flow cytometry, 
genomics, microscopy and imaging, as well as modern an-
imal labs for pre-clinical research and development with 
rodents. The Dermatology research labs are TÜV SÜD cer-
tified according to ISO standards and comply with GCP 
and GLP guidelines for research with patient materials.
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Hybrid Care: A Combination of Online and In-Person 
Consultations to Optimize Patient Flow in Our Clinic

Our digital consultation service has been widely embraced by 
patients, reflecting the growing demand for digital medical 
care. To enhance patient care, we introduced a hybrid con-
sultation model that combines online and in-person visits. Pa-
tients often begin with an online consultation (triage) before 
transitioning to an in-person consultation if further examina-
tion or treatment is needed. Follow-up consultations can then 
be conducted online, ensuring personalized care and a seam-
less healthcare experience while optimizing resources.

New Features: Online Booking of Appointments, 
Insurance Coverage & ePrescription

Patients can now book their in-clinic consultations directly 
through our teledermatology portal, making access to 
medical care even easier. Since last year, online consulta-
tions have been covered by Swiss health insurance, increas-
ing accessibility and affordability for more patients. Addi-
tionally, patients can now order medication via ePrescription, 
allowing them to receive prescriptions digitally and pick up 
their medication directly from local pharmacies.

Digitization/ 
Online consultations5

Positive Patient Feedback

Patients appreciate the convenience and quality of our  
hybrid services. One patient shared: “I received a quick  
diagnosis and treatment without leaving home. The process 
was smooth, and I felt well cared for.” Another noted: “The 
hybrid model made my treatment seamless, and I valued 
the flexibility.”

Commitment to Innovation

The University Hospital Zurich remains dedicated to modern, 
patient-centered care. By integrating hybrid consultations 
covered by insurance, we continue to set new standards in 
dermatology and telemedicine.

16



In addition to the primary goal of providing the best pos-
sible treatment options for current patients, the Depart-
ment of Dermatology is strongly committed to research and 
development that may lead to a better understanding of 
diseases and improved therapies for future dermatology 
patients. Leading projects in this regard focus on patient- 
oriented translational and clinical research across various 
fields of dermatology, generating important knowledge re-
lated to the pathogenesis, diagnosis, and treatment of skin 
cancer (e.g., melanoma, cutaneous lymphoma, and 
non-melanoma skin cancers), inflammatory skin diseases 
(e.g., psoriasis, neutrophilic dermatoses, cutaneous drug 
eruptions, and skin infections), as well as allergies (e.g., 
atopic dermatitis and food allergies). 

In recent years, the department has played a crucial role 
in establishing novel immunotherapies by testing new bio-
logics, such as anti-cytokine antibodies for allergies and 
inflammatory skin diseases, as well as checkpoint and tar-
geted therapies for melanoma. This work has garnered sig-
nificant international recognition, and our clinic is consid-
ered a world leader, particularly in the field of melanoma 
research. Our achievements in this area — reflected in the 
cumulative impact factors for 2023 and 2024 (1.667 and 
1.771) — position us among the world’s leading departments.
The experimental research focuses on the same areas as 

Research6

the clinical research, namely skin cancer, inflammatory skin 
diseases, and allergies. It comprises eight research groups, 
each led by scientists and medical doctors. Additionally, 
some research activities are directed toward inflammatory 
skin conditions and allergies in veterinary medicine.

Beyond the targeted research projects, the overarching 
goals of our research are to:
1.	 promote high-quality, clinically relevant research,
2.	 foster networking and collaboration with other
 	 institutions,
3.	  support fellowships for our researchers abroad,
4. 	maximize competitive research funding, and
5. 	establish endowed professorships to recruit and retain  
	 leading experts in the field

Annual Internal Research Retreat of the Department 
of Dermatology USZ, March 2023 and 2024

Our 26th and 27th Annual Internal Research Retreat took 
place in March 2023 and 2024. Approximately 50 research-
ers participated in this event. Over the course of one and 
a half days, our young researchers presented their work 
and updated the attendees on their progress, which also 
led to intense discussions. 

Research Retreat March 2024
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Publication and Impact Factor – A Measure of Success

One of the most commonly used quality measures for re-
search is the number of publications and the corresponding 
impact factors, which reflect the quality of the journal based 
on how frequently a publication is cited or shared. Our ex-
cellent achievements in dermatology research, both clinical 
and experimental, are evident from the growth of our cumu-
lative impact factor. Researchers in the Department of Der-
matology have published more than 300 original articles in 
the past two years. These publications have achieved a cu-
mulative impact factor of 1700–1800 each year, positioning 
us not only at the top of USZ departments but also among 
the world’s leading departments of dermatology.

6a  Clinical Trial Unit

Dr. sc. med. Egle Ramelyte / Prof. Dr. med. Julia-Tatjana Maul

Prof. Dr. med. Julia-Tatjana Maul has been leading the clin-
ical study team since 2019 and has been researching in the 
field of dermatological oncology and inflammatory derma-
toses at the University Hospital Zurich (USZ) since 2011. After 
completing two years of specialist training in oncology at 
the University Hospital Zurich, she finished her specialist 
training in dermatology in 2018 and has since led her own 
research group focusing on “Inflammatory Dermatoses.” 
Since 2021, Julia-Tatjana Maul has been habilitated, and 
in 2024, she received the title of honorary professor.

Dr. med. Dr. sc. med. Ramelyte has been working in clinical 
research with a focus on dermatological oncology since 2015. 
She earned a PhD in Clinical Research from the University of 
Zurich (UZH) in 2018 and has completed specialist training in 
Pharmaceutical Medicine in addition to dermatology. This 
comprehensive training served as an excellent foundation 
for her position in the leadershipteam of the clinical research 
department.

Overview of Studies in Dermatological Oncology and 
Inflammatory Skin Diseases

In 2024, patients were enrolled in 16 dermatological oncol-
ogy studies, three of which were newly initiated interven-
tional dermatological oncology studies. The range of der-
matological oncology and inflammatory studies includes 
research in early development phases (Phase I) as well as 
later phases (Phase III). 

The oncology studies cover treatment applications in the 
adjuvant, neoadjuvant, as well as first, second, and last-
line treatments. The studies target patients with melanoma, 
squamous cell carcinoma, and other solid tumors. In 2024, 
59 new patients were enrolled and treated in the dermato-
logical oncology studies. With these numbers, the clinical 
study team ranks among the top recruiting study centers 
nationwide in Switzerland.

Publication and impact factor 

“We combine medical 
excellence with research 
to sustainably improve 

skin health and 
quality of life.”

Kündig Thomas, Prof. Dr. med.
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Six new studies in the research area of inflammatory skin 
diseases — including psoriasis, hidradenitis suppurativa, 
vitiligo and prurigo nodularis — were initiated, and 93 new 
patients were enrolled in the ongoing studies. 

The clinical research in dermatology underwent several  
audits in 2024: a DKG audit, a GCP center inspection (Swiss-
medic), and a sponsor audit. No critical deficiencies were 
found, and the feedback received was largely very positive. 
We are committed to continuously improving ourselves.

6b  Selected Clinical Research Projects

Principal Investigator of the Global Healthcare Study on 
Psoriasis (GHSP) and Global Healthcare Registry on Skin 
Disease: Prof. Dr. Julia-Tatjana Maul
Since 2020, we have been collecting data worldwide on the 
care and treatment options for psoriasis as part of the 
Global Healthcare Study on Psoriasis (GHSP). To expand 
this successful model to other chronic inflammatory skin 
diseases, the initiative has now been developed into the 

Recruiting studies by Phase

Graphical representation of dermatological oncology 
studies in which patients were recruited in 2024, 
categorized by phase (N=16).

Interventional studies by IMP

Graphical representation of dermatological oncology 
studies in which patients were recruited in 2024, 
categorized by study medication (excluding 
observational studies) (N=13).
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Global Healthcare Registry on Skin Diseases. The registry 
provides a structured, standardized data collection for in-
flammatory skin diseases and creates an international plat-
form for dermatological research and scientific collabora-
tion. The further development was approved by the Ethics 
Committee of Zurich in early 2025 and made possible 
through close collaboration with the University of Zurich 
(UZH) and the University Hospital Zurich (USZ).

At this time, we have included more than 4,200 psoriasis 
patients in the GHSP across 6 continents and 22 countries.

Prof. Julia-Tatjana Maul: 
“I am very happy and proud to work together with spe-
cialists from around the world to better research chronic 
inflammatory skin diseases, improve access to treatment 
options, and better understand patient needs.”

For more information, visit www.dermastudy.org

Prof. Dr. Charlotte Brüggen: Atopic Dermatitis in Africa 

For a long time, it was widely believed that atopic derma-
titis was primarily a health issue affecting Western coun-
tries. In recent years, however, it has become clear that 
many people in Africa are also affected and experience a 
significant reduction in their quality of life.

In a large-scale project, we have started about 4 years ago 
to investigate atopic dermatitis in Africa. One key question 
is whether environmental factors—such as pollen allergens 
—are different in Africa, and how these differences affect 
atopic dermatitis.

We are collaborating with two African hospitals: in Moshi 
(Tanzania) and Antananarivo (Madagascar). We are com-
paring data from patients with atopic dermatitis and 
healthy individuals from each region and so far have more 
than 200 participants. We have collected stool, blood, and 
skin samples from the participants. These are being ana-
lyzed using cutting-edge experimental methods like mul-
tiplex cellular imaging or microbiome analyses.

Our initiative has gained attention not only in the scientific 
international community, but also in African countries, 
where more centers want to join us. On a global level, we 
have been involved in a World Health Organization (WHO) 
initiative recognizing AD as a major non-communicable 
disease and topical treatments.

www.brüggenlab.com

“It is a privilege to collaborate 
with our partners in this project 

and work together towards 
a better understanding of 

the many open issues related 
to AD in Africa.”

Brüggen Charlotte, Prof. Dr. med. PhD

20



21



22

Prof. Barbara Ballmer-Weber, MD  

Group Members and Associates

Prof. Barbara Ballmer-Weber, MD (group leader) 
Claudia Lang, MD 
Muriel Trächsler

Main Fields of Research 

Our research activities are focused on food allergy, in particular pollen-related food allergy. We are especially 
involved in the identification and molecular characterization of important cross-reactive allergens, and the de-
velopment of diagnostic and therapeutic methods based on recombinant allergens. Allergen-based or compo-
nent resolved diagnosis in food allergy is a major topic of our research group. Another important aspect of our 
research activity is risk assessment in food allergy with regard to genetic modified foods/novel foods but also 
threshold doses (minimal allergen doses to induce an allergic reaction) of plant and animal food allergens.

Selected References 

Ballmer-Weber BK, Wangorsch A, Bures P, Hanschmann KM, Gadermaier G, Mattson L, Mills CEN, van Ree R, Lidholm J, Vieths S. 
New light on an old syndrome: role of Api g 7 in mugwort pollen-related celery allergy. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2024;154:679-689.

Wangorsch A, Lidholm J, Mattsson LA, Larsson H, Reuter A, Gubesch M, Gadermaier G, Bures P, Scheurer S, Ballmer-Weber B, Vieths S 
(shared last authorship). Identification of a defensin as novel allergen in celery root: Api g 7 as a missing link in the diagnosis of celery 
allergy? Allergy 2022; 77:1294-1296. 

Ballmer-Weber BK, Lidholm J, Lange L, Pascal M, Lang C, Gernert S, Lozano-Blasco J, Gräni N, Guillod C, Wangorsch A, Hanschmann 
KM, Pontoppidan B, Tjäder L, Bartra J, Vieths S. Allergen Recognition Patterns in Walnut Allergy Are Age Dependent and Correlate 
with the Severity of Allergic Reactions. J Allergy Clin Immunol Pract. 2019;7(5):1560-1567.

Datema MR, van Ree R, Asero R, Barreales L, Belohlavkova S, de Blay F, Clausen M, Dubakiene R, Fernández-Perez C, Fritsche P, 
Gislason D, Hoffmann-Sommergruber K, Jedrzejczak-Czechowicz M, Jongejan L, Knulst AC, Kowalski M, Kralimarkova TZ, Le TM, 
Lidholm J, Papadopoulos NG, Popov TA, Del Prado N, Purohit A, Reig I, Seneviratne SL, Sinaniotis A, Versteeg SA, Vieths S, Zwinderman 
AH, Mills ENC, Fernández-Rivas M, Ballmer-Weber B. Component resolved diagnosis and beyond: multivariable regression models 
to predict severity of hazelnut allergy. Allergy 2018;73:549–559.

Ballmer-Weber BK, Beyer K. Food challenges. J Allergy Clin Immunol. 2018;141:69-71.
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Hans-Dietmar Beer, PD PhD

Group Members and Associates

Hans-Dietmar Beer, PD PhD
Paulina Hennig (Postdoc)
Michela Di Filippo (Postdoc)
Tugay Karakaya (PhD student)
Marta Slaufova (PhD student)

Main Fields of Research 

The group aims to characterize the molecular mechanisms underlying the regulation of inflammation in human 
skin. This is relevant for inflammatory skin diseases, such as psoriasis or atopic dermatitis, and the development 
of skin cancer (squamous cell carcinoma). The focus in these studies is on the roles of the NLRP1 inflammasome 
expressed by epidermal keratinocytes. Experiments are based on patient-derived primary cells, such as keratino-
cytes, but also on skin cancer cells and (cancer-associated) fibroblasts and patient-derived biopsies. The dermal- 
epidermal crosstalk of wild type and genetically modified cells (by the CRISPR/Cas9 technique) is analyzed in 
three-dimensional organotypic skin models. State-of-the-art transcriptomics approaches are used to identify 
novel regulatory pathways underlying skin inflammation and cancer development.

Selected References 

Slaufova M, Karakaya T, Di Filippo M, Hennig P, Beer HD (2023)
The gasdermins: A pore-forming protein family expressed in the epidermis. Frontiers in Immunology, 14:1254150

Karakaya T, Slaufova M, Di Filippo M, Hennig P, Kündig T, Beer HD (2024)
CARD8: A Novel Inflammasome Sensor with Well-Known Anti-Inflammatory and Anti-Apoptotic Activity Cells, 13:1032

Karakaya T, Slaufova M, Di Filippo M, Hennig P, Fenini G, Kündig T, Beer HD (2024)
Efficient Generation of CRISPR/Cas9-Mediated Knockout Human Primary Keratinocytes by Electroporation Methods Mol Biol., doi: 
10.1007/7651_2024_518.
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PD Philipp P. Bosshard, PhD 
Prof. Yvonne Achermann, MD

Group Members and Associates

Tiziano Schweizer, PhD
Melike Ak, MD
Annabel Lechner, MD candidate
Deborah M. Rebmann, MD candidate
Judith Demeter, Msc student
Julia S. Würmli, Msc student
Anja L. Honegger, Msc student

Main Fields of Research 

Research Group Philipp Bosshard: The research group studies skin infections and pathogen-host interactions to 
improve diagnostics and advance insights into syphilis, dermatomycosis, and other skin diseases.

Research Group Yvonne Achermann: The research group innovates in preventing and treating postoperative  
orthopedic infections, pioneering photodynamic therapy and advanced diagnostics to combat implant-associated 
infections through humanized preclinical models and clinical research.

Selected References 

Schweizer TA, Würmli JS, Prinz J Wölfle M, Marti R, Koliwer-Brandl H, Rooney AM, Benvenga V, Egli A, Imhof L, Bosshard PP, Achermann Y. 
Photodynamic therapy with protoporphyrin IX precursors using artificial daylight improves skin antisepsis for orthopedic surgeries. 
Microorganisms. 2025; 13(1):204. doi: 10.3390/microorganisms13010204.

Honegger AL, Schweizer TA, Achermann Y, Bosshard PP. Antimicrobial efficacy of five wound irrigation solutions in the periprosthetic 
joint infection microenvironment in vitro and ex vivo. Antibiotics. 2025; 14(1):25. doi: 10.3390/antibiotics14010025.

Theiler M, Luchsinger I, Rast AC, Schwieger-Briel A, Weibel L, Bosshard PP. Precision diagnostics in paediatric dermatology: 
Advancing management of tinea capitis through dermatophyte PCR. J Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol. 2024. doi: 10.1111/jdv.20147.

Rodríguez I, Noda AA, Bosshard PP, Lienhard R. Anti-Treponema pallidum IgA response as a potential diagnostic marker of syphilis. 
Clin Microbiol Infect. 2023; 29(12):1603.e1-1603. doi: 10.1016/j.cmi.2023.08.015.

Prinz J, Wink M, Neuhaus S, Grob MC, Walt H, Bosshard PP Achermann Y. Effective biofilm eradication on orthopedic implants 
with methylene blue based antimicrobial photodynamic therapy in vitro. Antibiotics. 2023;12(1):118. doi: 10.3390/antibiotics12010118.

6c Research groups
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Marie-Charlotte Brüggen, Prof. MD, PhD

Group Members and Associates

Nick Li, Lab manager; Anna White, PostDoc; Danielle Fehr, MD PhD candidate; Milad Ameri, PhD candidate; 
Camilla von Wachter, MD candidate; Clara Clemens, MD candidate; Selina Steiger, MD candidate;
Franziska Meyer, MD candidate; Michaela Mokra, MD candidate; Tamara el Sadaany; 
Marine Casanova, MD candidate/research resident; Annika Wilder-Smith, MD candidate/research resident;
Patrick Schmitthausen, Research resident; Stefanie Bösch, Study nurse; Lisa Lehmann, Master Student; 
Daniela Zumkehr, Study coordinator; Meike Distler, Clinical trial manager

Main Fields of Research 

Our research group specializes in the immunological mechanisms underlying allergic diseases, with a particular 
emphasis on allergic skin conditions. We conduct innovative translational projects aimed at improving the diag-
nosis and treatment of allergies and are actively engaged in clinical trials. 
Key areas of focus include atopic dermatitis, metal allergies in prosthesis patients, and severe drug hypersensitivity 
reactions. In particular, we investigate the role of eosinophils as central drivers and potential therapeutic targets.

Selected References 

Brüggen MC, Traidl S, Mitamura Y, Walsh S, French LE, Gulati N, Phillips E, Maverakis E, Ingen-Housz-Oro S. Medical algorithm: 
Diagnosis and treatment of drug reaction with eosinophilia and systemic symptoms in adult patients. Allergy. 2024 Oct;79(10):
2876-2880. doi: 10.1111/all.16122.
 
Brüggen MC, Walsh S, Ameri MM, Anasiewicz N, Maverakis E, French LE, Ingen-Housz-Oro S; DRESS Delphi consensus group; Abe R, 
Ardern-Jones M, Assier H, Barbaud A, Bensaid B, Bernal W, Bernier C, Brassard A, Brezinová E, Cabañas R, Cardones A, Chu CY, Chua 
SL, Descamps V, Didona B, Divito SJ, Dodiuk-Gad R, Elman S, Gaspar K, Mortz CG, Hama N, Lee HY, Horváth B, Jörg L, Kaffenberger 
BH, Kucinskiene V, Lebrun-Vignes B, Lehloenya RJ, Meyersburg D, Micheletti R, Milpied B, Miyagawa F, Mostaghimi A, Nägeli M, Naldi L, 
Oppel E, Phillips EJ, Pirani T, Ranki A, Mälkönen T, Rosenbach M, Salavastru C, Staumont-Salle D, Sandberg H, Setterfield J, Shinkai K, 
Shiohara T, Soria A, Tartar D, Tiplica GS, Traidl S, Vorobyev A, von Wachter C, Worswick S, Cho YT. Management of Adult Patients With 
Drug Reaction With Eosinophilia and Systemic Symptoms: A Delphi-Based International Consensus. JAMA Dermatol. 
2024 Jan 1;160(1):37-44. doi: 10.1001/jamadermatol.2023.4450.
 
Schmidt V, Lalevée S, Traidl S, Ameri M, Ziadlou R, Ingen-Housz-Oro S, Barau C, de Prost N, Nägeli M, Mitamura Y, Meier-Schiesser B, 
Navarini AA, French LE, Contassot E, Brüggen MC. Intravenous immunoglobulins, cyclosporine, and best supportive care in epidermal 
necrolysis: Diverse effects on systemic inflammation. Allergy. 2023 May;78(5):1280-1291. doi: 10.1111/all.15608.
 
Traidl-Hoffmann C, Afghani J, Akdis CA, Akdis M, Aydin H, Bärenfaller K, Behrendt H, Bieber T, Bigliardi P, Bigliardi-Qi M, Bonefeld CM, 
Bösch S, Brüggen MC, Diemert S, Duchna HW, Fähndrich M, Fehr D, Fellmann M, Frei R, Garvey LH, Gharbo R, Gökkaya M, Grando K, 
Guillet C, Guler E, Gutermuth J, Herrmann N, Hijnen DJ, Hülpüsch C, Irvine AD, Jensen-Jarolim E, Kong HH, Koren H, Lang CCV, Lauener 
R, Maintz L, Mantel PY, Maverakis E, Möhrenschlager M, Müller S, Nadeau K, Neumann AU, O’Mahony L, Rabenja FR, Renz H, Rhyner C, 
Rietschel E, Ring J, Roduit C, Sasaki M, Schenk M, Schröder J, Simon D, Simon HU, Sokolowska M, Ständer S, Steinhoff M, Piccirillo DS, 
Taïeb A, Takaoka R, Tapparo M, Teixeira H, Thyssen JP, Traidl S, Uhlmann M, van de Veen W, van Hage M, Virchow C, Wollenberg A, 
Yasutaka M, Zink A, Schmid-Grendelmeier P. Navigating the evolving landscape of atopic dermatitis: Challenges and future 
opportunities: The 4th Davos declaration. Allergy. 2024 Oct;79(10):2605-2624. doi: 10.1111/all.16247.
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6c Research groups

Prof. Reinhard Dummer, MD 

Group Members and Associates

Joanna Mangana, MD, Egle Ramelyte, MD PhD

Ramon Stäger, Andrea Roggo, Lukas Krähenbühl, Laura Pawlik, Natalia Roshardt, Elias Burri, Isabella Dommann, 
Lara Grossmann, Sarah Morgenroth, Melike Ak, Isabella Dommann, Aurelio Börlin, Amelie Cerniec, Mario Teufer, 
Michele Welti

Main Fields of Research 

The team has established a world-class skin cancer center providing the best clinical care connected to transla-
tional and clinical research. We intensively investigate the immune biology of cutaneous lymphomas, cutaneous 
melanoma and epithelial skin cancers. Based on the microenvironment of these tumors, we have established 
immune interventions in cell cultures and animal models. Translational research applies this new knowledge to 
our patients in order to provide effective treatment with the best quality of life.
In cutaneous lymphomas, we investigate the origin of disease associated itch by analyzing and overlapping the 
findings from the malignant and non-malignant cells from different affected tissues. Assessing the samples on 
genetic, transcriptomic and translational level enables identification of pathways affected. Given this know- 
ledge, we can translate this knowledge and initiate investigator clinical trials. Recently, one of the investigator- 
initiated clinical trials demonstrated unprecedented results by combining sophisticated next generation high 
throughput technologies such as single cell analysis with minimally invasive technique for sample collection and 
response assessment. 
Along the bench and bedside research, we also focus on high quality clinical data management that allows to 
integrate translational data with clinical findings and generate further hypotheses for clinical research. In this 
conext we have contributed to long term (10years) survival data in the adjuvant or metastatic setting.

Selected References 

Dimitriou F, Cheng PF, Saltari A, Schaper-Gerhardt K, Staeger R, Haunerdinger V, Sella F, Tastanova A, Urban C, Dettwiler S, Mihic-Probst 
D, Matter CM, Michielin O, Gutzmer R, Long GV, Becher B, Levesque MP, Dummer R. A targetable type III immune response with increase 
of IL-17A expressing CD4+ T cells is associated with immunotherapy-induced toxicity in melanoma. Nat Cancer. 2024;5(9):1390-1408. 

Vasilevska J, Cheng PF, Lehmann J, Ramelyte E, Gómez JM, Dimitriou F, Sella F; TuPro Consortium; Ferretti D, Salas-Bastos A, Jordaan 
WS, Levesque MP, Dummer R, Sommer L. Monitoring melanoma patients on treatment reveals a distinct macrophage population driving 
targeted therapy resistance. Cell Rep Med. 2024;16;5(7):101611. 

Long GV, Hauschild A, Santinami M, Kirkwood JM, Atkinson V, Mandala M, Merelli B, Sileni VC, Nyakas M, Haydon A, Dutriaux C, Robert C, 
Mortier L, Schachter J, Schadendorf D, Lesimple T, Plummer R, Larkin J, Tan M, Adnaik SB, Burgess P, Jandoo T, Dummer R. Final Results 
for Adjuvant Dabrafenib plus Trametinib in Stage III Melanoma. N Engl J Med. 2024;7;391(18):1709-1720.

Hassel JC, Piperno-Neumann S, Rutkowski P, Baurain JF, Schlaak M, Butler MO, Sullivan RJ, Dummer R, Kirkwood JM, Orloff M, Sacco JJ, 
Ochsenreither S, Joshua AM, Gastaud L, Curti B, Piulats JM, Salama AKS, Shoushtari AN, Demidov L, Milhem M, Chmielowski B, Kim KB, 
Carvajal RD, Hamid O, Collins L, Ranade K, Holland C, Pfeiffer C, Nathan P. Three-Year Overall Survival with Tebentafusp in Metastatic 
Uveal Melanoma. N Engl J Med. 2023;14;389(24):2256-2266.
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Antonia Gabriel (Fettelschoss-Gabriel), PhD

Group Members and Associates

Fabia Canonica, PhD; Fadi Jebbawi, PhD; Katharina Birkmann DVM ECEIM; Juwela Lam, Master; Jefferson Brito 
de Souza, Bachalor; Tanya Rhiner, DVM; Nina Waldern, DVM PhD; Giulia Keller, Master; Virginie de Woelmont, 
Master

Main Fields of Research 

Our main research area is translating immunology of chronic diseases or hyperreactivities such as allergies into 
new cutting-edge therapeutic vaccines. Our virus-like particle (VLP)-based therapeutic vaccines target key mol-
ecules involved in disease pathology and, in contrast to other biologicals, are an inexpensive and effective way 
of treating chronic disorders. Thus, advanced technology can become available even to our companion animals. 
One of our main interests are skin-related and hypereosinophilic diseases in horses. The most common chronic 
allergic dermatitis in horses is caused by insect bites. Insect-bite hypersensitivity (IBH)-affected horses suffer 
from pruritic skin lesions, caused by type-I/type-IVb allergic reactions accompanied by prominent eosinophilic 
infiltration into the skin. We study the interplay of underlying allergic reactions in early and chronic stages of  
disease. IBH in horses shares common features with human eosinophilic asthma. Thus, we believe understanding 
the molecular mechanisms in such allergic reactions can be translated to other species including humans allow-
ing to improving treatment modalities in the future.

Selected References 

Schwarz E, Jebbawi F, Keller G, Rhiner T, Fricker A, Waldern N, Canonica F, Schoster A, Fettelschoss-Gabriel A. (2024) Phenotypic shift 
of inflammatory eosinophil subset into 2 steady-state resident phenotype after 2 years of vaccination against IL-5 in equine insect 
bite hypersensitivity. Veterinary Science.

Birkmann K, Jebbawi F, Waldern N, Hug S, Inversini V, Keller G, Holm A, Grest P, Canonica F, Schmid-Grendelmeier P, Fettelschoss-
Gabriel A. (2024) Eosinophils Play a Surprising Leading Role in Recurrent Urticaria in Horses. Vaccines.

Pantelyushin S, Rhiner T, Jebbawi F, Sella F, Waldern N, Lam J, Chemnitzer A, Fricker A, Schoster A, Birkmann K, Widmer D, Canonica F, 
Fettelschoss-Gabriel A. (2023) Interleukin 5-dependent inflammatory eosinophil subtype involved in allergic insect bite hypersensitivity 
of horses. Allergy.

Jonsdottir S, Fettelschoss V, Olomski F, Talker S C, Birkmann K, Thoms F, Wagner B, Bachmann M F, Kündig T M, Marti E, Fettelschoss-
Gabriel A (2020) Safety profile of a virus-like particle-based vaccine targeting self-protein Interleukin-5 in horses. Vaccines.
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Christian Greis, MD, MBA, FEBDV
Prof. Ralph Braun, MD

Group Members and Associates

Dr. med. Christian Greis; Prof. Dr. med. Ralph Braun; Alexander Braun, Masterstudent (UZH); Andrin Crittin, 
Masterstudent (UZH); Andrina von Stokar Sielentz, Masterstudent (UZH); Ann-Christin Cirkel, Doktorandin (LMU); 
Isabelle Burri, Masterstudentin (UZH); Javier Barranco-Garcia PHD (USZ); Julia Beck, Masterstudentin (UZH); 
Marianna Guerrero Corrales, Masterstudentin (UZH); Mathias Gassner, Masterstudent (ETH); Sara Hofer, 
Masterstudentin (UZH); Thaadsajini Manivannan, Masterstudentin (UZH); Vullnet Usemi, Masterstudent (ETH)

Main Fields of Research 

Our main research activities are centered on advancing telemedicine and artificial intelligence in dermatology 
to enhance diagnostic accuracy and treatment personalization. We evaluate both the economic impacts of 
telemedicine and its tangible benefits for patients, such as increased accessibility and efficiency in care delivery. 
Recent publications have highlighted the evaluation of teledermatological services at Swiss university hospitals, 
showcasing their role in optimizing healthcare delivery while reducing costs. Furthermore, our group has explored 
innovative telemedicine approaches to managing common skin conditions, including scaling digital platforms 
for real-world clinical applications. In addition, we focus on the potential of telemedicine in allergy care, where 
our research has examined pilot projects and novel patient questionnaires to improve care pathways and assess 
interim outcomes. These efforts contribute to shape the future of dermatological care through technology-driven 
solutions.

Selected References 

Beck J., De Lira R., Maul L., Anzengruber F., Brockes C., Meier-Schiesser C., Braun R., Greis C. (2024) Teledermatological services at 
a Swiss university hospital - Evaluation of patient benefits and economic impact (submitted)

Otten M, Greis C, Reinders P, Fleyder A, Reich K, Augustin M. Patient and physician outcomes of a store-and-forward teledermatol-
ogy application in Germany. J Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol. 2024 Feb;38(2):e148-e151. doi: 10.1111/jdv.19501. Epub 2023 Sep 26. PMID: 
37669866.

Useini V, Tanadini-Lang S, Lohmeyer Q, Meboldt M, Andratschke N, Braun RP, Barranco García J. Automatized self-supervised learning 
for skin lesion screening. Sci Rep. 2024 Jun 3;14(1):12697. doi: 10.1038/s41598-024-61681-4. PMID: 38830890; PMCID: PMC11148053.

Greis C. (2021) AIM in Dermatology. In: Lidströmer N., Ashrafian H. (eds) Artificial Intelligence in Medicine. Springer, Cham. https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-3-030-58080-3_188-1 

Greis C, Maul LV, Hsu C, Djamei V, Schmid-Grendelmeier P, Navarini AA. Artificial intelligence to support telemedicine in Africa. 
Hautarzt. 2020 Sep;71(9):686-690. German. doi: 10.1007/s00105-020-04664-6. PMID: 32761386; PMCID: PMC7407433.

Greis C, Meier Zürcher C, Djamei V, Moser A, Lautenschlager S, Navarini AA. Unmet digital health service needs in dermatology 
patients. J Dermatolog Treat. 2018 Nov;29(7):643-647. doi: 10.1080/09546634.2018.1441488. Epub 2018 Mar 14. PMID: 29455570.
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Prof. Jürg Hafner, MD

Group Members and Associates

Natalie Anasiewicz, Dr. med.; Marjam Barysch, PD Dr. med.; Fabio Bertoldo, Dr. med.; Fabienne Fröhlich, Dr. med.;
Christian Greis, Dr. med.; Fabienne Huber, Dr. med.; Diana Lazarevic, Dr. med.; Dieter Mayer, PD Dr. med.; 
David Muggli, Dr. med.; Carla Murer, Dr. med.; Mirjam Nägeli, Dr. med.; Stephan Nobbe, Dr. med.; 
Johanna Ziegler, Dr. med.

Main Fields of Research 

Principle Investigator of SKINTEGRITY/Local anaesthesia/Geriatric dermatologic surgery/Medical compression of 
lower leg/Severe skin diseases: Chronic prurigo, Hidradenitis suppurativa, Hypertensive ischemic leg ulcer

Summary Report 

The Department of Dermatologic Surgery, Mohs Micrographic Surgery, Phlebology, Wounds and Lasers invests 
a great deal in medical education and surgical skills training for registrars/residents and young staff. In recent 
years, more and more trainees from Europe have also been coming. Our department, together with the City Hos-
pital/Europaallee, runs a Mohs Fellowship Programme of the ESMS/EADV (coordinated by PD Dr. S. Läuchli). As 
a result, we have an increasing number of proficient dermatologic skin cancer surgeons in Switzerland who are 
ready to effectively help the Swiss population, which is particularly affected by skin cancer.
For several years, our research has focused on the topics of local anaesthesia, skin cancer surgery in old age 
(geriatric dermatologic surgery) and compression treatment of the legs. Here, some larger studies are in the mak-
ing that will certainly be well suited for publication in the coming years. Of great importance is the cooperation 
with the large ETH-UZH-USZ research platform SKINTEGRITY, through which a large number of excellent research 
projects have already been carried out (see also list of publications).

Selected References 

Development of a Cellular Assay as a Personalized Model for Testing Chronic Wound Therapeutics. 
Doerfler P, Schoefmann N, Cabral G, Bauer W, Berli MC, Binder B, Borst C, Botter S, French LE, Goerge T, Hafner J, Hartmann D, Høgh A, 
Hoetzenecker W, Holzer-Geissler JCJ, Kamolz LP, Kofler K, Luger T, Nischwitz SP, Popovits M, Rappersberger K, Restivo G, Schlager JG, 
Schmuth M, Stingl G, Stockinger T, Stroelin A, Stuetz A, Umlaufts J, Weninger WP, Wolff-Winiski B. J Invest Dermatol 2024:DOI10.1016/j.
jid.2024.05.029.
 
Identifying Key Drivers in the Pathogenesis of Martorell Hypertensive Ischaemic Leg Ulcers: A Comparative Analysis with Chronic 
Venous Leg Ulcer. 
Hess J, Barysch-Bonderer M, Seeli C, Laube J, Ghosh A, Deinsberger J, Weber B, Hafner, J., Meier-Schiesser B. Acta Derm Venereol 
2024;104: DOI 10.2340/actadv.v104.40090.
 
Zinc oxide patches are a highly effective treatment for chronic prurigo: a randomized split-body study.
Schuermann ML, Richter C, Tanadini M, Steigmiller K, Burri E, Guillet C, Luchsinger I, Meier-Schiesser B, Boesch A, Nägeli M, Hafner J.
Dermatology 2023;239:996-1006.
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Omar Hasan Ali, MD

Group Members and Associates

Yadusha Mahenthiran (Doctoral candidate)
Cheyenne Collins (Doctoral candidate)
Nicola Davaz (Doctoral candidate)
Former Group Members: Elena DeLorenzi

Main Fields of Research 

While immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICIs) have revolutionized cancer treatment many patients do not respond 
to treatment. Dr. Hasan Ali’s new research group at our center investigates the immune responses underlying ICI 
therapies, focusing on how various modulators can either enhance or undermine their efficacy. A proper immune 
response is essential for successful ICI treatment, yet it can be shaped by numerous factors—understanding 
these factors is key to improving patient outcomes.
The group builds on his prior work on uncovering potential predictors of ICI outcomes—such as IgG responses to 
BP180 and certain HLA variations—and exploring how they correlate with both clinical success and immune-relat-
ed side effects. The understanding of immunological responses is further aided by research on COVID-19, which 
demonstrated that autoimmune IgA is elevated in severe disease and can drive surfactant dysfunction.
Understanding the mechanisms of immune modulation, such as protein glycosylation, may inform future immu-
nomodulatory strategies to enhance therapeutic efficacy. The group’s efforts are supported by active collabo-
rations within Switzerland and with leading centers in Austria and Canada.

Selected References 

Sinnberg T*, Lichtensteiger C*, Hasan Ali O*, Pop OT, Jochum AK, Risch L, Brugger SD, Velic A, Bomze D, Kohler P, Vernazza P, Albrich WC, 
Kahlert CR, Abdou MT, Wyss N, Hofmeister K, Niessner H, Zinner C, Gilardi M, Tzankov A, Rocken M, Dulovic A, Shambat SM, Ruetalo N, 
Buehler PK, Scheier TC, Jochum W, Kern L, Henz S, Schneider T, Kuster GM, Lampart M, Siegemund M, Bingisser R, Schindler M, Schneider-
han-Marra N, Kalbacher H, McCoy KD, Spengler W, Brutsche MH, Macek B, Twerenbold R, Penninger JM, Matter MS, Flatz L. Pulmonary 
Surfactant Proteins Are Inhibited by Immunoglobulin A Autoantibodies in Severe COVID-19. Am J Respir Crit Care Med. 2023;207:38-49

Hasan Ali O, Bomze D, Risch L, Brugger SD, Paprotny M, Weber M, Thiel S, Kern L, Albrich WC, Kohler P, Kahlert CR, Vernazza P, Buhler PK, 
Schupbach RA, Gomez-Mejia A, Popa AM, Bergthaler A, Penninger JM, Flatz L. Severe Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is Associated 
With Elevated Serum Immunoglobulin (Ig) A and Antiphospholipid IgA Antibodies. Clin Infect Dis. 2021;73:e2869-e2874

Hasan Ali O, Berner F, Bomze D, Fassler M, Diem S, Cozzio A, Jorger M, Fruh M, Driessen C, Lenz TL, Flatz L. Human leukocyte antigen 
variation is associated with adverse events of checkpoint inhibitors. Eur J Cancer. 2019;107:8-14

Bomze D*, Hasan Ali O*, Bate A, Flatz L. Association Between Immune-Related Adverse Events During Anti-PD-1 Therapy and Tumor 
Mutational Burden. JAMA Oncol. 2019;5:1633-1635

Hasan Ali O*, Diem S*, Markert E, Jochum W, Kerl K, French LE, Speiser DE, Fruh M, Flatz L. Characterization of nivolumab-associated 
skin reactions in patients with metastatic non-small cell lung cancer. Oncoimmunology. 2016;5:e1231292. 
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Lukas Krähenbühl, MD, FEBDV

Group Members and Associates

Dr. med. Lukas Krähenbühl (principal investigator)
pract.med. Tanja Patricia Eicher (doctoral candidate)
cand.med. Thilo Gwerder (medical student, doctoral candidate)

Main Fields of Research 

Our research focuses on cancer patients. In particular, we aim at improving cancer patient’s quality of life and 
reducing interruptions or dose-reductions of potentially life-saving cancer treatments. Our special interest is 
on dermatologic adverse events of any cancer treatment as well as tumor immunology and immune-related 
adverse events occurring during cancer treatment with immune checkpoint blockade. Our experimental work 
is conducted in collaboration and at the Merghoub/Wolchock lab at Weill Cornell Medicine, New York, NY. For 
our clinical work, we closely collaborate within the EADV taskforce “dermatology for cancer patients” and with  
colleagues at USZ and KSA.

Selected References 

Hirschhorn D, Budhu S, Kraehenbuehl L, Gigoux M, Schröder D, Chow A, Ricca JM, Gasmi B, De Henau O, Mangarin LMB, Li Y, Ha-
madene L, Flamar AL, Choi H, Cortez CA, Liu C, Holland A, Schad S, Schulze I, Betof Warner A, Hollmann TJ, Arora A, Panageas KS, 
Rizzuto GA, Duhen R, Weinberg AD, Spencer CN, Ng D, He XY, Albrengues J, Redmond D, Egeblad M, Wolchok JD, Merghoub T. T cell 
immunotherapies engage neutrophils to eliminate tumor antigen escape variants. Cell. 2023 Mar 30;186(7):1432-1447.e17. doi: 10.1016/j.
cell.2023.03.007. PMID: 37001503; PMCID: PMC10994488.

Kraehenbuehl L, Weng CH, Eghbali S, Wolchok JD, Merghoub T. Enhancing immunotherapy in cancer by targeting emerging immuno-
modulatory pathways. Nat Rev Clin Oncol. 2022 Jan;19(1):37-50. doi: 10.1038/s41571-021-00552-7. Epub 2021 Sep 27. PMID: 34580473.

Kuo AM, Gu S, Stoll J, Moy AP, Dusza SW, Gordon A, Haliasos EC, Janjigian Y, Kraehenbuehl L, Quigley EA, Chapman P, Lacouture ME, 
Markova A. Management of immune-related cutaneous adverse events with dupilumab. J Immunother Cancer. 2023 Jun;11(6):e007324. 
doi: 10.1136/jitc-2023-007324. PMID: 37270183; PMCID: PMC10255229.

Kraehenbuehl L, Schneider S, Pawlik L, Mangana J, Cheng P, Dummer R, Meier-Schiesser B. Cutaneous Adverse Events of Systemic 
Melanoma Treatments: A Retrospective Single-Center Analysis. Pharmaceuticals (Basel). 2023 Jun 27;16(7):935. doi: 10.3390/ph16070935. 
PMID: 37513847; PMCID: PMC10383648.

Sahu A, Kose K, Kraehenbuehl L, Byers C, Holland A, Tembo T, Santella A, Alfonso A, Li M, Cordova M, Gill M, Fox C, Gonzalez S, Kumar P, 
Wang AW, Kurtansky N, Chandrani P, Yin S, Mehta P, Navarrete-Dechent C, Peterson G, King K, Dusza S, Yang N, Liu S, Phillips W, Guitera 
P, Rossi A, Halpern A, Deng L, Pulitzer M, Marghoob A, Chen CJ, Merghoub T, Rajadhyaksha M. In vivo tumor immune microenvironment 
phenotypes correlate with inflammation and vasculature to predict immunotherapy response. Nat Commun. 2022 Sep 9;13(1):5312. doi: 
10.1038/s41467-022-32738-7. PMID: 36085288; PMCID: PMC9463451.
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Prof. Thomas Kündig, MD

Group Members and Associates

Pål Johansen, Prof. PhD; Gary Jennings, PhD; Senta Walton, PhD; Antonia Fettelschoss-Gabriel. PhD; 
Steve Pascolo, Prof. Dr., PhD; Lara Sosic, MD-PhD student; Stephan Flory, doctoral candidate (MD);
Yasmin Adlany, doctoral candidate (MD); Emma Widmer, doctoral candidate (MD); 
Alexandra Chabot, doctoral candidate (MD)

Main Fields of Research 

New therapeutic approaches for the treatment of allergies and skin diseases in animals are being researched. 
These new approaches include the direct injection of allergens and modified recombinant allergens into the 
lymph nodes, known as intralymphatic allergen immunotherapy, as well as the epicutaneous administration of 
high allergen doses in epicutaneous immunotherapy. Another approach involves giving allergens the immuno-
logical properties of viruses by recombinantly producing virus-like particles. With these new therapeutic ap-
proaches, the number of allergen administrations required for desensitization can be reduced from the current 
30-60 injections to just 3.
These technologies are also being used to develop new therapeutic approaches for allergic diseases in animals, 
such as canine atopic dermatitis or equine summer eczema. Active anti-cytokine vaccines have been developed, 
allowing horses to be immunized against Interleukin-5 and dogs against Interleukin-31. These studies are a col-
laboration with various veterinarians and animal hospitals.
Prof. Pascolo is a pioneer in using RNA molecules to treat various diseases. He was the first to propose using RNA 
as a vaccine. At the time, the idea was considered exotic, but during the COVID-19 pandemic, it demonstrated 
its strengths.

Selected References 

Paolucci M, Antz N, Homère V, Kolm I, Kündig TM, Johansen P. A murine model of peanut-allergic asthma. Front Allergy. 2024 Apr 
25;5:1378877.

Hjálmsdóttir Á, Hasler F, Waeckerle-Men Y, Duda A, López-Deber MP, Pihlgren M, Vukicevic M, Kündig TM, Johansen P. T cell independent 
antibody responses with class switch and memory using peptides anchored on liposomes. NPJ Vaccines. 2024 Jun 22;9(1):115.

Paolucci, M; Wuillemin, N; Homère, V; Bieli, D; Köhli, A; Ballmer-Weber, B; Waeckerle-Men, Y; Pengo, N; Kündig, TM; Sonati, T; Johansen, 
P Targeting Ara h 2 with human-derived monoclonal antibodies prevents peanut-induced anaphylaxis in mice. doi.org/10.1111/all.15659 
Feb 2023 ALLERGY.
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Claudia Lang, MD

Group Members and Associates

Anna White, postdoc
Fiona Schmid, MD candidate
Maurice Mattenberger, Masterstudent

Main Fields of Research 

Our group is investigating mast cell pathologies and allergic diseases conducting a registry for patients with 
hypertryptasemia and mastocytosis. Within the registry we focus on translational research and patient-oriented 
outcomes. Additionally, we investigate correlations in allegro-oncology through biomarkers and perform epide-
miology studies in contact dermatitis. We are also involved in clinical trials treating atopic dermatitis, urticaria 
and intralymphatic immunotherapy.

Selected References 

Darbellay B, Huber M, Bisschoff IJ, Guillod C, Hügel R, Pirkhammer D, Sator PG, Taskesen T, Lang CCV. Real-world burden of 
atopic dermatitis: Austrian and Swiss data from the MEASURE-AD study. J Dermatolog Treat. 2024 Dec;35(1):2415407. doi: 
10.1080/09546634.2024.2415407. Epub 2024 Oct 17. PMID: 39419511.

Fehr, D., Rentschler, M., Sendrasoa, F., Lang, C. et al. Sensitizations to pollen differ between Central European and Sub-Saharan African 
atopic dermatitis patients. Allergo J Int (2024). https://doi.org/10.1007/s40629-024-00313-9

Piontek K, Radonjic-Hoesli S, Grabbe J, Drewitz KP, Apfelbacher C, Wöhrl S, Simon D, Lang C, Schubert S. Comparison of patch testing 
Brazilian (Green) propolis and Chinese (poplar-type) propolis: Clinical epidemiological study using data from the Information Network 
of Departments of Dermatology (IVDK). Contact Dermatitis. 2024 Oct 5. doi: 10.1111/cod.14701. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 39367763.

Flory S, Hviid-Vyff B, Šošić L, Schmid JM, Ahlbeck L, Widmer ECJ, Lang CCV, Ikenberg K, Kündig TM, Hoffmann HJ, Johansen P. How to 
hit the allergy target: A critical appraisal of intralymphatic immunotherapy with practical recommendations on ultrasound-guided 
injections. Allergy. 2024 Aug;79(8):2222-2234. doi: 10.1111/all.16138. Epub 2024 May 7. PMID: 38712754.

Storz L, Schmid B, Bosshard PP, Schmid-Grendelmeier P, Brüggen MC, Lang C. Decreased skin colonization with Malassezia spp. and 
increased skin colonization with Candida spp. in patients with severe atopic dermatitis. Front Med (Lausanne). 2024 Feb 20;11:1353784. 
doi: 10.3389/fmed.2024.1353784. PMID: 38444416; PMCID: PMC10912638.
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Prof. Mitchell Levesque, PhD

Group Members and Associates

Ossia Eichhoff, Senior Scientist; Aizhan Tastanova, Senior Scientist; Andreas Dzung, Post-doc; 
Corinne Stoffel, Post-doc; Veronika Haunerdinger, Post-doc; Evelynn Lattmann, Post-doc; 
Annalisa Saltari, Post-doc; Corinne Stoffel, Post-doc; Gaetana Restivo, Project Manager; 
Julia Martinez-Gomez, Project Manager; Patrick Turko, Bioinformatician; Mauro Esposito, PhD Student; 
Prachi Shukla, PhD Student; Jan Käsler, Lab Manager; Victoria Hermes, technician

Especially concerning group of Prof. Reinhard Dummer:
Mirka Schmid, technician; Federica Sella, technician; Dani Hug, technician

Main Fields of Research 

Our group applies the latest omics tools to translational research questions in order to identify better predictive 
biomarkers for precision medicine as well as novel targets in late stage melanoma. We are particularly interested 
in understanding the complexity of the tumor microenvironment and how it leads to skin cancer progression. We 
do this through sequencing and imaging approaches and the application of computational models. With access 
to one of the largest live-cell melanoma collections in the world, we have a unique resource in which to study the 
functional mechanisms of cellular heterogeneity and how these respond to various therapeutic regimens.

Selected References 

Dimitriou, F., Cheng, P.F., Saltari, A. et al. A targetable type III immune response with increase of IL-17A expressing CD4+ T cells is associated 
with immunotherapy-induced toxicity in melanoma. Nat Cancer 5, 1390–1408 (2024). https://doi.org/10.1038/s43018-024-00810-4

Nordmann, T.M., Anderton, H., Hasegawa, A. et al. Spatial proteomics identifies JAKi as treatment for a lethal skin disease. Nature 635, 
1001–1009 (2024). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-024-08061-0

Elbatsh, A.M.O., Amin-Mansour, A., Haberkorn, A. et al. INPP5A phosphatase is a synthetic lethal target in GNAQ and GNA11-mutant 
melanomas. Nat Cancer 5, 481–499 (2024). https://doi.org/10.1038/s43018-023-00710-z
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PD Dr. med. Joanna Mangana

Group Members and Associates

Ramon Stäger (doctoral candidate)
Alexander Braun (master candidate)
M: Welti (resident dermatology)
Isabel Pieper Scholz (Data manager)

Main Fields of Research 

Our research focuses on systemic treatment and identification of response patterns in advanced melanoma 
patients receiving immune checkpoint inhibitors, as well as cutaneous toxicity of anticancer drugs. Since 2016, 
we have established a high-quality clinical database of advanced melanoma patients, which is currently being 
expanded to other melanoma centres in Switzerland. Our goal is to integrate translational data with clinical find-
ings and generate further hypotheses for clinical research.

Selected References 

Staeger R, Martínez-Gómez JM, Turko P, Ramelyte E, Kraehenbuehl L, Del Prete V, Hasan Ali O, Levesque MP, Dummer R, Nägeli MC, 
Mangana J Real-World Data on Clinical Outcomes and Treatment Management of Advanced Melanoma Patients: Single-Center Study 
of a Tertiary Cancer Center in Switzerland. Cancers (Basel). 2024 Feb 20;16(5):854

Burri E, Mangana J, Cheng PF, Schneider A, Weber A, Dummer R, Ramelyte E. Infliximab in steroid-refractory immune-related hepatitis 
does not demonstrate hepatotoxicity and may shorten time on steroids.J Immunother Cancer. 2024 Jul 5;

Jacques SK, McKeown J, Grover P, Johnson DB, Zaremba A, Dimitriou F, Weiser R, Farid M, Namikawa K, Sullivan RJ, Rutkowski P, Lebbe 
C, Hamid O, Zager JS, Michielin O, Neyns B, Nakamura Y, Robert C, Mehnert J, Ascierto PA, Bhave P, Park B, Zimmer L, Mangana J, 
Mooradian M, Placzke J, Allayous C, Glitza Oliva IC, Mehmi I, Depalo D, Wicky A, Schwarze JK, Roy S, Boatwright C, Vanella V, Long GV, 
Menzies AM, Lo SN, Carlino MS. Outcomes of patients with resected stage III/IV acral or mucosal melanoma, treated with adjuvant 
anti-PD-1 based therapy.Eur J Cancer. 2024 Mar;199:113563.

Hepner A, Versluis JM, Wallace R, Allayous C, Brown LJ, Trojaniello C, Gerard CL, Jansen YJ, Bhave P, Neyns B, Haydon A, Michielin O, 
Mangana J, Klein O, Shoushtari AN, Warner AB, Ascierto PA, McQuade JL, Carlino MS, Zimmer L, Lebbe C, Johnson DB, Sandhu S, 
Atkinson V, Blank CU, Lo SN, Long GV, Menzies AM. The features and management of acquired resistance to PD1-based therapy in 
metastatic melanoma Eur J Cancer. 2024.
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Prof. Julia-Tatjana Maul, MD

Group Members and Associates

Ion Birkenmaier (PHD candidate); Ramtin Lichtenberger, MD (doctoral candidate); Vivienn Kaiser, MD (doctoral 
candidate); Michael Wedel, MD (doctoral candidate); Ana Zimmermann, MD (doctoral candidate); Viola Schön, 
MD (doctoral candidate); Rahel Looser, MD (resident physician); Laura Pawlik, MD (resident physician); 
Isabella Dommann (resident physician); Stefanie Sand (resident physician); Melike AK, MD (resident physician);
Mia Nielsen, PhD (Associate)

Main Fields of Research 

Our main research activities are focused on inflammatory skin diseases, with a particular emphasis on psoriasis, 
a highly stigmatizing disease that affects patients both physically and mentally, leading in most cases to poor 
quality of life and increased risk of severe comorbidities. Despite the highly efficacious treatment options since 
the introduction of specific therapies targeting key cytokines involved in pathogenesis such as TNFα, IL-17 and 
IL-23, many clinical and immunological questions remain. Our goal is to investigate the drug survival of biologics 
and conventional systemics, sex and gender differences in treatment response and access to treatment, as well 
as the underlying immunological mechanisms involved.

Selected References 

Maul JT, Lara V. Maul, Johannes A. Didaskalu, Fernando Valenzuela, Ricardo Romiti, Hannah Peterson, Edwin Korouri, Farah Novoa, 
Hazel H. Oon, Min Zheng, Jashin J. Wu, Jacob P. Thyssen, Alexander Egeberg, April W. Armstrong, Mia-Louise Nielsen. Correlation 
between DLQI and PASI in patients with psoriasis - a cross-sectional Global Healthcare Study on Psoriasis (GHSP). 
Acta Derm Venereol. 2024 Mar 12;104:adv20329. doi: 10.2340/actadv.v104.20329.

Verardi F, Maul LV, Borsky K, Steinmann S, Rosset N, Pons HO, Sorbe C, Yawalkar N, Micheroli R, Egeberg A, Thyssen JP, Heidemeyer K, 
Boehncke WH, Conrad C, Cozzio A, Pinter A, Kündig T, Navarini AA, Maul JT. Sex differences in adverse events from systemic treatments 
for psoriasis: A decade of insights from the Swiss Psoriasis Registry (SDNTT). J Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol. 2023 Dec 12. doi: 10.1111/
jdv.19730.

Maul JT, Kolios A, Thomsen SF, Ring H-C, Secukinumab treatment of hidradenitis suppurativa: questions remain. Lancet. 2024 Feb 
17;403(10427):616-617. doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(23)01616-1.

Maul JT, Fröhlich F, Maul LV, Stunnenberg R, Valenzuela F, De La Cruz C, Vera-Kellet C, Armijo D, Cesar WG, Carvalho A, Didaskalu JA, 
Graf N, Egeberg A, Wu JJ, Thyssen JP, Romiti R, Griffiths CEM. Access to psoriasis treatment in Brazil and Chile: A cross-sectional 
multicentre Global Healthcare Study on Psoriasis. 
Br J Dermatol. 2023 Mar 30;188(4):533-541. doi: 10.1093/bjd/ljac128.

Zwicky P, Ingelfinger F, Silva de Melo BM, Ruchti F, Schärli S, Puertas N, Lutz M, Phan TS, Kündig TM, Levesque MP, Maul JT, Schlapbach C, 
LeibundGut-Landmann S, Mundt S, Becher B. IL-12 regulates type 3 immunity through interfollicular keratinocytes in psoriasiform 
inflammation. Sci Immunol. 2021 Oct 22;6(64):eabg9012. doi: 10.1126/sciimmunol.abg9012. Epub 2021 Oct 22. PMID: 3467804.
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PD Dr. med. Lara Valeska Maul-Duwendag, MD 

Group Members and Associates

Benjamin Nutz, MD (doctoral candidate); Anna Andrea Heinzel (doctoral candidate); Sara Wespi (master and 
doctoral candidate); Vivienn Kaiser, MD (doctoral candidate); Vincent Müller (master student); Hans-Christian 
Niederfeilner, MD (doctoral student); Elisabeth Gössinger, MD (doctoral student); Lisa Kostner, MD (doctoral 
student); Sara Cerminara, MD (doctoral student); Jelissa Peters, MD (doctoral candidate); Anna Sophie Jahn, MD 
(master and doctoral student); Lorena Gantenbein (doctoral student)

Main Fields of Research 

Our research focuses on prevention, early detection and management of melanoma as well as surveillance of 
high-risk individuals. The increasing global incidence of melanoma and the remaining high mortality emphasizes 
the urgent need to improve skin cancer awareness and early diagnostic techniques. We investigate innovative 
non-invasive diagnostic imaging approaches utilizing artificial intelligence (AI) in combination with established 
methods to enhance skin cancer diagnostics. Also psychological distress in skin cancer patients as well as rare 
skin tumors, e.g. Kaposi sarcoma and Merkel cell carcinoma, belong to our research field. We aim for future trans-
lational research approaches to combine novel AI-driven imaging tools with biomarker assessment to identify 
individuals at highest risk who require enhanced prevention and detection to improve patient care and health 
outcomes of melanoma.

Selected References 

Hauschild A, Garbe C, Ascierto PA, Demidov L, Dreno B, Dummer R, Eggermont A, Forsea AM, Gebhardt C, Gershenwald JE, Hamid O, 
Hoeller C, Kandolf L, Kaufmann R, Kirkwood JM, Lebbé C, Long GV, Malvehy J, Martin-Algarra S, McArthur G, Neyns B, Richtig E, Robert 
C, Schadendorf D, Scolyer R, Sondak VK, Wainstein A, Weichenthal M, Nuti P; Melanoma World Society Study Group (Mangana J, …, 
Maul LV, …, Ramelyte E,…). Neoadjuvant or perioperative therapy for melanoma metastasis in clinical practice: an international survey. 
Lancet Oncol. 2025 Jan;26(1):12-14. doi: 10.1016/S1470-2045(24)00627-2.

Goessinger EV, Dittrich PG, Nöcker P, Notni G, Weber S, Cerminara S, Mühleisen B, Navarini AA, Maul LV. Classification of melanocytic 
lesions using direct illumination multispectral imaging. Sci Rep. 2024 Aug 16;14(1):19036. doi: 10.1038/s41598-024-69773-x.

Maul LV, Jamiolkowski D, Lapides RA, Müller AM, Hauschild A, Garbe C, Lorigan P, Gershenwald JE, Ascierto PA, Long GV, Wang-Evers 
M, Scolyer RA, Saravi B, Augustin M, Navarini AA, Legge S, Nemeth IB, Janosi AJ, Mocellin S, Feller A, Manstein D, Zink A, Maul JT, Buja A, 
Adhikari K, Roider E. Health Economic Consequences of Delayed Melanoma Diagnosis due to the COVID-19 Pandemic in Europe. JAMA 
Netw Open. 2024 Feb 5;7(2):e2356479. doi: 10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2023.56479.

Goessinger EV, Niederfeilner JC, Cerminara SE, Maul JT, Kostner L, Kunz M, Huber S, Koral E, Habermacher L, Sabato G, Tadic A, 
Zimmerman C, Navarini AA, Maul LV. Patient and dermatologists’ perspectives on augmented intelligence for melanoma screening: 
A prospective study. J Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol. 2024 Feb 27. doi: 10.1111/jdv.19905. Online ahead of print.

Cerminara SE, Cheng P, Kostner L, Huber S, Kunz M, Maul JT, Böhm JS, Dettwiler CF, Geser A, Jakopovic CJ, Stoffel LM, Peter JK, 
Levesque M, Navarini AA, Maul LV. Diagnostic Performance of Augmented Intelligence with 2D and 3D Total Body Photography and 
Convolutional Neural Networks in a High-risk Population for Melanoma under Real-world Conditions: A New Era of Skin Cancer 
Screening? Eur J Cancer. 2023 Jun 24;190:112954. doi: 10.1016/j.ejca.2023.112954.
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6c Research groups

Barbara Meier Schiesser, MD, PhD 

Group Members and Associates

Julia Laube, MSc (Research fellow), Vivienn Kaiser (doctoral candidate), Ines Lederbogen (study doctor),
Patrick Poffet, MD (doctoral candidate), Cadri Knoch, MD (doctoral candidate), Jamila Hess, MD (doctoral 
candidate)

Main Fields of Research 

Inflammatory skin diseases are frequent in number and often lead to a decreased quality of life in the affect-
ed patients. Lichenoid inflammation is one of the most commonly encountered inflammation patterns of the 
skin. The prototypical lichenoid mucocutaneous disease is Lichen planus (LP) with its several subtype. Besides, 
lichenoid inflammation can also be caused by several drugs, in particular cancer drugs such as checkpoint inhibitors, 
leading to artificial lichenoid skin reactions (ALSR). The exact pathophysiology of both LP and ALSR remains poorly 
understood.

Our laboratory has identified distinct gene expression patterns between different forms of LP and ALSR, emphasizing 
the need for a comprehensive investigation into their molecular pathways. We aim to thoroughly characterize the 
various forms of LP and ALSR and uncover the underlying molecular mechanisms. Ultimately, our goal is to identify 
key molecules that can serve as targets for developing effective therapies for these challenging skin conditions.

Selected References 

Knoch C, Baghin V, Winkelbeiner N, Turko P, Stäger R, Wei K, Banzola I, Mellett M, Levesque MP, Kündig T, French LE, Heinzerling L, 
Meier-Schiesser B (2024). Distinct variations in gene expression and cell composition across Lichen Planus subtypes. Int J Mol Sci, 
25(17), 9720.

Hess J, Barysch-Bonderer MJ, Seeli C, Laube J, Ghosh A, Deinsberger J, Weber B, Hafner J, Meier-Schiesser B (2024). Identifying key 
drivers in the pathogenesis of martorell hypertensive ischaemic leg ulcer: a comparative analysis with chronic venous leg ulcer.
Acta Derm Venereol, 104, adv40090.

Hassel JC, Stanhope S, Greenshields-Watson A, Machiraju D, Enk A, Holland C, Abdullah SE, Orloff M, Nathan P, Piperno-Neumann S, 
Staeger R, Dummer R, Meier-Schiesser B (2024). Tebentafusp induces a T cell driven rash in melanocyte-bearing skin as an adverse 
event consistent with the mechanism of action. J Invest Dermatol, S0022-202X(24), 01886-4.

Meier-Schiesser B, Zecha C, S Zierold S, Kolm I, Röckel M, Fröhlich W, Mittag N, Schmitt C, Kumbrink J, Hassel JC, Berking C, Nashan 
D, French LE, Vera-González J, Dummer R, Kerl-French K, Heinzerling L (2024). Checkpoint inhibitor-induced lichen planus differs from 
spontaneous lichen planus on the clinical, histological and gene expression level. JAAD Int, 15, 157-164.

Kraehenbuehl L, Schneider S, Pawlik L, Mangana J, Cheng P, Dummer R, Meier-Schiesser B (2023). Cutaneous adverse events to systemic 
melanoma treatments: a retrospective single-center analysis. Pharmaceuticals, 16(7), 935.

Meier-Schiesser B, Feldmeyer L, Jankovic D, Mellett M, Satoh TK, Yerly D, Navarini AA, Abe R, Yawalkar N, Chung WH, French LE, Contas-
sot E (2019). Culprit drugs induce specific IL-36 overexpression in Acute Generalized Exanthematous Pustulosis. J Invest Dermatol, 
139(4), 848-858.



39

Mark Mellet, PhD 

Group Members and Associates

Dr. James O’ Siorain (Postdoctoral Researcher); Jennifer Keller (PhD student); Laurène Favre (Biomedicine MSc 
student); Janine Baumann (Immunology MSc student)

Main Fields of Research 

Epithelial cells at barrier sites including the skin, gut and mucosal tissue constitute the front line at the host:-
pathogen interface and mount an immune response to microbial infection that is critical for controlling infection 
at early stages. Like, innate immune cells, epithelial cells express a panoply of pattern recognition receptors, 
which distinguish highly conserved biochemical features of microbes to discriminate them from host cells. An 
uncontrolled or dysregulated innate immune response at the epidermal barrier can lead to sustained activation 
of pro-inflammatory pathways and the infiltration of lymphocytes and myeloid cells that maintain chronicity in 
inflammatory skin diseases, especially in genetically susceptible individuals. Rare and common chronic inflam-
matory skin diseases reduce the quality of life for sufferers and increase in frequency with age.
Our research focuses on elucidating how pattern recognition receptors and cell death pathways are involved in 
kindling chronic inflammation at the epidermal barrier, and how this drives the pathogenesis of chronic inflam-
matory dermatological diseases, including psoriasis, pityriasis rubra pilaris and generalized pustular psoriasis.  
In particular, we investigate how causative mutations associated with these diseases impact the innate immune 
response, including for example; mutations in the keratinocyte signalling molecule CARD14 and the Interleukin-36 
cytokine pathway. Our goal is to better understand underlying disease mechanisms to reveal new therapeutic 
strategies for exploration, in particular for diseases that have an unmet clinical need.

Selected References 

Molecular aspects of IL-36 cytokine activation and regulation at epithelial barriers. Keller J, O’ Siorain J, Kündig TM, Mellett M.
Biochem Soc Trans (2024) BST20230548. doi: 10.1042/BST20230548

Differential functionality of fluoropyrimidine nucleosides for safe cancer therapy. Holzinger T, Frei J, Jarzebska NT, Beer HD, Kündig TM, 
Pascolo S*, Läuchli S*, Mellett M*. Anti-cancer Drugs 2024 Nov 1;35(10):912-921. doi: 10.1097/CAD.0000000000001644

Time-of-day control of mitochondria regulates NLRP3 inflammasome activation in macrophages. O’Siorain JR, Cox SL, Payet C, 
Nally FK, He Y, Drewinksi TT, Kennedy OD, Dowling JK, Mellett M, Early JO, Curtis AM. FASEB J. 2024 Dec 13;38(24):e70235. doi: 10.1096/
fj.202400508RR

Skin hepcidin initiates psoriasiform skin inflammation via Fe-driven hyperproliferation and neutrophil recruitment. Abboud E, Boussetta 
N, Chrayteh D, Dalle H, Malerba M, Wu T, Le Gall M, Reelfs O, Pourzand C, Mellett M, Assan F, Bachelez H, Poupon J, Aractingi S, Vaulont 
S, Sohier P, Oules B, Karim Z, Peyssonnaux C. Nat Commun 15, 6718 (2024). doi.org/10.1038/s41467-024-50993-8.

The Role of NLRP1 Inflammasome in Skin Cancer and Inflammatory Skin Diseases. Calabrese L, Fiocco Z, Mellett M, Aoki R, Rubegni P, 
French LE, Satoh TK. Br J Dermatol. 2024 Feb 16;190(3):305-315. doi: 10.1093/bjd/ljad421.
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6c Research groups

Prof. Steve Pascolo, PhD

Group Members and Associates

Julia Frei; Rocco Penna; Maximilan Feldmann; Jonas Mumenthaler; Thomas Look; Mark Mellett

Main Fields of Research 

The main focus of our research is to advance the development and the therapeutic utilization of synthetic RNA. 
Our approach is two-pronged; firstly, we generate multifunctional anti-cancer drugs based on immunochemo-
therapeutic chemically synthesized RNA oligonucleotides that target tumour cells for killing, while also enhancing 
the immune response. On the other hand, as the mRNA platform of Zürich, we optimize, generate and formulate 
in vitro transcribed or chemically synthesized mRNA for the expression of therapeutic peptides/proteins that are 
evaluated in numerous indication-specific models, both within our laboratory and by our extensive collaborative 
network.

Selected References 

Mamaghani S, Penna RR, Frei J, Wyss C, Mellett M, Look T, Weiss T, Guenova E, Kündig TM, Lauchli S, Pascolo S. Synthetic mRNAs 
Containing Minimalistic Untranslated Regions Are Highly Functional In Vitro and In Vivo. Cells. 2024 Jul 24;13(15):1242.

Holzinger T, Frei J, Jarzebska NT, Beer HD, Kündig TM, Pascolo S, Läuchli S, Mellett M. Differential functionality of fluoropyrimidine 
nucleosides for safe cancer therapy. Anticancer Drugs. 2024 Nov 1;35(10):912-921.

Frei J, Jarzebska NT, Mellett M, Kündig TM, Pascolo S, Reichmuth AM. Design and Synthesis of Circular RNA Expression Vectors. 
Methods Mol Biol. 2024;2786:205-215.

Jarzebska NT, Frei J, Mellett M, Kündig TM, Pascolo S, Reichmuth AM. A Basic Method for Formulating mRNA-Lipid Nanoparticle 
Vaccines in the Lab. Methods Mol Biol. 2024;2786:237-254.

Jarzebska NT, Tusup M, Frei J, Weiss T, Holzinger T, Mellett M, Diken M, Bredl S, Weller M, Speck RF, Kündig TM, Sahin U, Pascolo S. 
RNA with chemotherapeutic base analogues as a dual-functional anti-cancer drug. Oncoimmunology. 2022 Nov 18;11(1):2147665. 

Meister H, Look T, Roth P, Pascolo S, Sahin U, Lee S, Hale BD, Snijder B, Regli L, Ravi VM, Heiland DH, Sentman CL, Weller M, Weiss 
T. Multifunctional mRNA-Based CAR T Cells Display Promising Antitumor Activity Against Glioblastoma. Clin Cancer Res. 2022 Nov 
1;28(21):4747-4756.

Tusup M, Läuchli S, Jarzebska NT, French LE, Chang YT, Vonow-Eisenring M, Su A, Kündig TM, Guenova E, Pascolo S. mRNA-Based 
Anti-TCR CDR3 Tumour Vaccine for T-Cell Lymphoma. Pharmaceutics. 2021 Jul 7;13(7):1040.

Jarzebska NT, Frei J, Lauchli S, French LE, Guenova E, Gouttefangeas C, Kündig TM, Mellett M, Pascolo S. Lipofection with Synthetic 
mRNA as a Simple Method for T-Cell Immunomonitoring. Viruses. 2021 Jun 25;13(7):1232.

Pascolo S. Synthetic Messenger RNA-Based Vaccines: from Scorn to Hype. Viruses. 2021 Feb 9;13(2):270

Tusup M, French LE, De Matos M, Gatfield D, Kundig T, Pascolo S. Design of in vitro Transcribed mRNA Vectors for Research and 
Therapy. Chimia (Aarau). 2019 May 29;73(6):391-394.
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Prof. Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier, MD

In Cooperation with
Marie-Charlotte Brüggen, Prof. MD & Meike Distler, MD

Group Members and Associates

Stefanie Bösch (Study nurse), Miriam Meier, MD, Tamara El Saadany, MD Danielle Fehr, MD PhD Christina Weber, 
MD Muriel Rentschler

MD Doctorate candidates (together with Danielle Fehr, Charlotte Brüggen and Carole Guillet): Patrick Frey, 
Noemi Leu, Davina Schretzmann, Thomas Schumacher, Selina Steiger

Main Fields of Research 

Our research activities are focused on epidemiology, pathophysiology and treatment of allergic diseases, namely 
atopic dermatitis, with a special focus on pathophysiology and treatment and innovative methods in the area of 
allergic diseases, such as new methods of immunotherapy or the observation of the allergy burden by pollens by 
measuring antihistamines in wastewater. 
After the retirement per July 31, 2024, the focus is directed on promotion on research and education in allergy and 
allergic skin disease in topical areas, facilitating research and exchange in mutual way among young clinicians 
and researchers between areas with limited resources in the tropics and Switzerland, considering also “One Health 
aspects” with veterinarian and environmetal aspects in addition to medicine caring for humans.
Recently, in collaboration with the International Society for Atopic Dermatitis ISAD (www.isad.org) and the WHO 
we have also started to implement, evaluate and improve educational tools to promote knowledge and training in 
Atopic Dermatitis. We have also started the process to include possibly emollients and topical anti-inflammatory 
drugs into the Essential Medecine List EML of the WHO ( https://www.who.int/groups/expert-committee-on-se-
lection-and-use-of-essential-medicines/essential-medicines-lists).
Finally digital tools and AI are moving into all areas of medicine. Thus establishing digital tools to councel also 
allergy patients under the “Derma2go” umbrella as “Allergy2Go” and well defined activities in the social media to 
spread solid and relevant information among a wider community are also addressed.

Selected References 

Nolting A, Hasler S, Probst-Mueller E, Schmid-Grendelmeier P, Lanz J, Guillet C. Hen’s egg white allergy in adults leading to strong 
impairment of quality of life. Sci Rep. 2024 Nov 26;14(1):29401

Traidl-Hoffmann C, Afghani J, Akdis CA, Akdis M, Aydin H, Bärenfaller K, Schmid-Grendelmeier P. Navigating the evolving landscape 
of atopic dermatitis: Challenges and future opportunities: The 4th Davos declaration. Allergy. 2024 Oct;79(10):2605-2624

Chabot A, Lang C, Kündig TM, Schmid-Grendelmeier P, Johansen P. Potential Cost Savings by Switching from Subcutaneous to 
Intralymphatic Insect Venom Immunotherapy. Int Arch Allergy Immunol. 2023;184(10):985-993

Schmid-Grendelmeier P, Rapelanoro Rabenja F, Beshah AM, Ball MD, Dlova N, Faye O, Flohr C, Hsu C, Mavura D, Manuel RC, 
Ramarozatovo LS, Sendrasoa F, Wollenberg A, Ruiz Postigo JA, Taïeb A. How to integrate atopic dermatitis in the management 
of skin neglected tropical diseases in Sub-Saharan Africa? J Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol. 2023 Apr 5. doi: 10.1111/jdv.19096.



Overall Responsability, Head

QM – Management, Overall Coordination

Dermatooncology/Skin Tumor Center

QM – Clinical/Medical Aspects (incl. CIRS*)

QM – Morbidity & Mortality-Conferences

QM – Complaints Medical Aspects

QM – Nursing

QM – Research

QM – Clinical Trials

Accreditation Laboratories ISO 15189:2013

QM – Manual/Directory & Complaint Management 

QM-Team Department of Dermatology USZ (as per January 2025)

Prof. Dr. Thomas Kündig

Catherine Frey-Blanc

PD Dr. Joanna Mangana & PD Dr. Lara Maul-Duwendag
(until November 2024: Dr.Lukas Krähenbühl)

Dr. Mirjam Nägeli

Dr. Sara Micaletto (until Dec. 2024: Dr. David Muggli)

Dr. Andrea Boesch

Dermatology USZ Campus: Heiko Müller 
Dermatology USZ Circle: Dina Zlatic

Prof. Pål Johansen, PhD

Prof Dr. Julia-Tatjana Maul, Dr. Dr. Egle Ramelyte, Michelle Ackermann

PD Dr. Philipp Bosshard

Catherine Frey-Blanc

Quality 
Management7

The highly motivated quality management core team, along 
with the ongoing support from the clinic management and 
the management team, has contributed to the successful 
implementation of our ambitious goals. 

This effort has resulted in four successful re-certifications 
(see below) and a new award from Selbsthilfe Zürich/Swit-
zerland, namely the “Self-Help Friendly” designation. In May 
2024, the Department of Dermatology at USZ renewed this 
award for the first time. Self-help friendly hospitals meet 
six quality criteria that are recognized throughout Switzer-
land, which are implemented through corresponding mea-
sures. 

The implementation is carried out in collaboration with 
Selbsthilfe Zürich and self-help groups in the field of der-
matology. The award is presented by Self-Help Switzerland. 
The award ceremony took place during the public infor- 
mation event on “Skin Cancer” on May 7, 2024. Also present  
at the event were the Cancer League Zurich and patient  
organizations such as “Melanoma” (Melanom – Selbsthi-
lfe), “Cutaneous Lymphoma” (lymphome.ch) – Patient Net-
work Switzerland, and Mastozytosis SELMAS – Mastozytose 
Schweiz.
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Keyfacts
Mortality und Morbidity Conferences

4 times a year: inpatient setting and open care units

CIRS (Critical Incidence Reporting)
Meetings all 6 weeks; evaluation of reporting and 

taking measures accordingly

Quality “Handbuch”, based on DMS
(data management system)

Continuing update of documents if needed or 
implementation of new SOP’s

Push-Up-Reports
With all physicians, 6 times per year: focus on actual 
medical issues, e.g., data protection management, 

compliant management, new SOP’s

Risk Management
RRe-Evaluation of defined main risks for the department 

subordinated and per unit 2x per year

QM-Reports with complete Management-Team
5 times per year

QM-Reports with Key QM-Team
All 2 months

Patient–Survey
Yearly; 2023: 320 outpatients; evaluation and 
measures for management of issues ongoing 

Survey with Referring Physicians
Yearly at ZDFT (s. page): inpatient setting and 

dermatooncology; evaluation and takins measures

Management QM-Report/Evaluation
1x a year
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Successfull Re-Certification 2023 (September) und 2024 (September)*:

ISO TÜV SUED* ISO 9001:2015 OnkoZert / DKG (Deutsche Krebsgesellschaft)*

SAKK re-qualification as a phase 1 
clinical research study center.

GA2LEN: 
«Network Center of Excellence»
– Allergy: GA2LEN ANACARE
– Atopic Dermatitis GA2LEN ADCARE
– Asthma: GA2LEN ADCARE
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Medical Training 
and Education    8

and the European Dermatology Forum; see also www.cyber- 
derm.net). The platform has been further improved under 
the direction of Prof. Peter Itin, with support from the Euro-
pean Dermatology Forum, and is currently available in 
seven languages, with two more languages planned. It is 
updated annually and is highly appreciated by students 
at several universities due to its interactive nature. In 2009, 
the DOIT platform was awarded the Medida Prize (worth 
EUR 50,000) as the best internet-based teaching plat-
form.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, all lectures have been of-
fered in a hybrid format. The live lectures held in the audi-
torium are recorded and made available as podcasts for 
students online. Students can follow the lessons either live 
(with the option to submit questions via chat) or, increas-
ingly, as recorded podcasts. 

A great deal of effort and time was invested in creating a 
joint Master’s program, which includes the Department of 
Dermatology at Cantonal Hospital Lucerne (Prof. Christoph. 
Brand) and Cantonal Hospital St. Gallen (Prof. Antonio 
Cozzio). The program started in 2020 and, under the guid-
ance of the Dean of the Medical Study Office, a common, 
revised, and updated lecture program was established, 
based on modern educational methods and enhanced in-
teraction. While some lectures are still given in the classical 

Medical education is essential for ensuring a high level of 
professionalism among physicians and healthcare profes-
sionals. Our continue commitment to education is reflected 
in the following areas:

1.	 Student education at the University of Zurich’s Medical  
	 Faculty and ETH Zurich.
2.	 Specialist training for resident physicians in dermatology  
	 and venereology, allergology, clinical immunology, and  
	 phlebology.
3.	 Ongoing medical education for private practitioners,  
	 primarily dermatologists and allergologists, as well as  
	 general practitioners and, to a lesser extent, other  
	 healthcare professionals.
4.	Our commitment to and participation in international  
	 educational programs for medical professionals.

Student education

Senior physicians in our department offer an introductory 
dermatology and allergology course for third-year medical 
students, as well as an annual core dermatology course (part 
of an eight-day block) for fourth-year medical students. The 
sixth year of the medical curriculum at the University of  
Zurich includes a case-based thematic lecture series and a 
practical training course in dermatology and allergology. 
Since 2017, ETH Zurich has offered a Bachelor’s degree in 
medicine, and as part of this program, several members of 
our department are involved in teaching introductory mod-
ules in dermatology, immunology, and allergology.

Following Dr. Maya Wolfensperger’s move to the Institute 
for Dermatology and Venereology at Stadtspital Zurich,  
Europaallee, a much closer collaboration between our  
department and Stadtspital Zurich has been established, 
benefiting both institutions, as well as trainees and resi-
dents. This collaboration extends to teaching and training 
students and residents at both levels.

These ex-cathedra and bedside teaching activities have 
been complemented by web-based learning modules, in-
cluding an online platform (Dermatology Online with Inter-
active Technology; DOIT) developed by our department 
under the direction of former chairman Prof. Gunter Burg, 
in close collaboration with several other dermatology de-
partments (Basel, Bern, Lausanne, Jena, Stadtspital Zurich, 

“Modern education tools 
based on interaction allow us 

to enhance the transfer of 
knowledge and skills with 

higher efficacy and -last but 
not least – also more fun.”

Schmid-Grendelmeier Peter, Prof. Dr. med. 
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format as plenary sessions and shared digitally across all 
three sites, part of the teaching material is presented 
through interactive case discussions and problem-solving 
approaches. This joint Master’s program has been fully im-
plemented but was terminated due to differing expecta-
tions in the curriculum between the University of Zurich and 
St. Gallen.

In addition to a variety of lectures and courses, a new course 
on “Translational Allergy” was launched with great success 
in 2017 and is now being organized for the 6th time. Held at 
the Medical Campus Davos, this course has become very 
popular and is rated as ‘very useful’ by participants. In 2023 
and 2024, we again received excellent feedback from the 
students.

The coming years will present significant challenges for 
teaching and training. The number of students is expected 
to nearly double, and the so-called ‘Wahl-Studien Jahr’ 
(Practical Year during the MMed part of the program) will 

be moved from the beginning of the 5th year (fall semes-
ter) to the middle of the 5th year (spring semester). Consid-
ering the increasing shortage of physicians in Switzerland 
and the importance of practical experience in the curricu-
lum, this shift makes perfect sense. However, it will require 
substantial additional resources in terms of staff, space, 
and time from the departments.

Resident physicians

Resident candidates must meet the following requirements:

– 	Two years of medical training at a Swiss hospital: either  
	 two years in internal medicine or one year in internal  
	 medicine and one year in surgery.
– 	A finalized or nearly finalized MD thesis.

Our staff offers opportunities for scientific work alongside 
an MD thesis or a master’s thesis. 
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Dermatosurgery

In addition to experienced and enthusiastic teachers, a 
solid clinical teaching program also requires a sufficient 
case load, which we have consistently been able to pro-
vide in recent years. Our residents have the opportunity to 
learn skin cancer surgery from the ground up, ensuring they 
are proficient when they move on to other hospitals or pri-
vate practice. Prof. Jürg Hafner: “In recent years, we have 
also seen an increasing number of fellows and visiting phy-
sicians from Europe and overseas who come to learn der-
matosurgery with us.The joint ESMS* Fellowship Program, 
established in collaboration with Stadtspital Zürich Europa- 
allee (Chair PD. Dr. Severin Läuchli), has been particularly 
rewarding.”              

* European Society for Mohs Surgery

Four training positions are also available, which contribute 
to board certification in allergology, clinical immunology, 
and angiology.

During their residency in our department, residents bene-
fit from the most comprehensive program in Switzerland, 
including a rotation plan of 20 units and specialist clinics 
covering all dermatology and allergology subspecialties, 
such as dermato-oncology, autoimmune skin diseases, 
trichology (hair diseases), dermatosurgery, dermatopathol-
ogy, physical skin therapy (radiotherapy, UV therapy, laser 
therapy), phlebology, and more.

As a new initiative, a pilot course on “Patient-Centered 
Communication and Shared Decision Making” was offered 
by the Education team of CK-CARE in Davos. Based on  
case scenarios, residents were able to learn how to inter-
act with patients in difficult situations during a 1.5-day 
course—skills that are highly valuable in daily practice.  
The participants highly appreciated this course and rated 
it with excellent feedback, leading to plans for further 
courses of this kind.

Dermoscopedia

With almost 2.5 million page visits in 3 years, Dermosco- 
pedia is the online reference work for skin cancer early diag-
nosis worldwide. The platform uses the same technology as 
Wikipedia and is constantly updated and supplemented 
by 277 authors and 44 editors. The key to success here is 
that the content can be adapted very quickly and without 
much computer knowledge by any car. It was conceived 
and developed by Prof. Ralph. Braun. 

https://academy.dermoscopedia.org/Main_Page

“We combine cutting-edge 
scientific expertise with 

compassionate patient care. 
Our commitment to evidence- 

based medicine and innovation 
ensures the highest standard 

of treatment and healing.”
Boesch Andrea, Dr. med.
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Guest Speakers 2023 and 2024

 
Speaker	 Institution	 Topic
 	

Andor Michael, Dr. med.

Anzengruber Florian, PD Dr. med.

Arnold Denis, Dr. med.

Ashfaq Marghoob, Prof. Dr. med. 

Balermpas Panagiotis, Prof. Dr. med. 

Ballmer-Weber Barbara, Prof. Dr. med. 

Berking Carola, Prof. Dr. med.

Berking Carola, Prof. Dr. med.

Bieber Thomas, Prof. Dr. med. 

Bonderer Luc, Dr. iur.

Borelli Siegfried, Dr. med. 

Borrelli Siegfried, Dr. med.

Borrelli Siegfried, Dr. med.

Dahmen Robert, Dr. med. 

Detmar Markus, Prof. Dr. sc. nat. 

Elsener Peter, Prof. Dr. med. 

Aerztegesellschaft des Kantons 
Zürich, Zürich (CH)

Dermatologie, Bündner 
Kantonsspital, Chur (CH)

IDV Stadtspital Zürich (CH)

Dermatology Service, Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, 
New York (USA)

Klinik für Radio-Onkologie, 
USZ (CH)

Klinik für Dermatologie und 
Allergologie, Kantonsspital  
St. Gallen (CH)

Hautklinik, Uniklinikum 
Erlangen (D)

Hautklinik, Uniklinikum 
Erlangen (D)

CK-Care, Bonn (D)

Rechtdienst, USZ, Zürich (CH)

IDV Stadtspital Zürich 
Europaallee (CH)

IDV Stadtspital Zürich 
Europaallee (CH)

IDV Stadtspital Zürich 
Europaallee (CH)

IDV Stadtspital Zürich 
Europaallee (CH)

Institute of Pharmaceutical   
Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology, ETH Zürich (CH)

Dermatoloische Praxis Uster und 
Stadtspital Schlieren (CH)

ZDFT 2023, 223. Juni: AGZ: Was macht die AGZ für 
ihre Mitglieder
	
ZDFT 2023: What’s New: Hidradenitis suppurativa	

ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Praktische Fälle: Fall 2: Aus dem 
IDV Stadtspital Zürich Europaallee
	
15. Internat. Dermatoscopy Course: 2 Step algorithm 
and benign nevus patterns; Melanoma specific 
structures; Nevi in context 
	
ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Tandem: Merkelzellkarzinom - 
Bestrahlung und Operieren
	
ZDFT 2023, 23. Juni: Chair Block Allergologie Up-
date 	

Lecture, 20. Juli 2023: New Horizon - Zukunftsweisende 
Errungenschaften in Melanom-Therapie: 1 Jahr 
neoadjuvante Therapie im Stadium IIB/IIC	

Interdisz. Dermoonkologie-Fortbildung mit CCCZ, 
23.5.2024: Keynote Lecture: Meine persönlichen High-
lights bei der Behandlung von Hautkrebserkrankungen 
im Jahr 2024	

Abschiedssymposium Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
29.2.2024: Neurodermitis kurz und bündig (Neuro-
dermitis in a nutshell)	

ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Antworten auf juristische Fragen 
aus dem Praxisalltag	

1. Grosse Semesterfortbildung, 11.4.2024: Balanitis – 
Differentialdiagnose und Management	

Dermatologie für Grundversorger, 3.10.2024: Haut-
check – wichtige Änderungen für die Patienten	

2. Grosse Semesterfortbildung, 28.11.2024: 
Nagelveränderungen konservativ vs chirurgische 
Massnahmen	

ZDFT 2024, 21.6.: Update Kurs 6 - Dermatochirurgie, 
Live Streaming, Moderation ?	

ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Eine wichtige Rolle der kutanen 
Lymphgefässe für die Homöostase, Entzündung und 
Alterung der Haut	

ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Abklärung der Kontaktallergie: 
Testung mit Standardreihen versus Eigensubstanzen 
und neue relevante Allergene	
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Guest Speakers 2023 and 2024

 
Speaker	 Institution	 Topic
 	

Felcht Moritz, Prof. Dr. med.

Gaide Oliver, PD Dr. med.

Garvey Lene, Prof. Dr. med. 

Gharbo Rahid, Dr. med. 

Grünherz Lisa, Dr. med. 

Guggenheim Merlin, PD Dr. med.

Haase Ingo, Prof. Dr. med. 

Hampel Benno, Dr. med. 

Hanneke Oude Elberink, Dr. med. 

Hartmann Daniela, Prof. Dr. med.

Hess Schmid Monika, MD

Hohl Daniel, Prof. Dr. med. 

Höller Christoph, Prof. Dr. med. 

Huber Stephanie, Dr. med. 

Hunger Kaspar, Prof. Dr. med. 

Jappe Uta, Prof. Dr. med.

St. Josephskrankenhaus, 
Fachklinik für Dermatochirurgie 
Heidelberg (D)

Service de Dermatologie, CHUV, 
Lausanne (CH)

Herlev und Gentofte Spital, 
Hellerup (DK)

Hochsgebirgsklinik Davos (CH)

Plastische Chirurgie & Hand-
chirurgie, USZ (CH)

Swissparc Zürich (CH)

Private Dermatologische Praxis, 
Opfikon (CH)

Epidemiology, Biostatistics & 
Prevention Institute (EBPI), 
ETH (CH)

UMCG Research, Universität 
Groningen (NL)

LMU, München (D)

Private Dermatologische Praxis, 
Zürich (CH)

Service de Dermatologie & 
Allerologie, CHUV, Lausanne (CH)

Ambulanz Melanomtherapie, 
AKH, Wien (A)

Dermatologie, Felix Platter Spital, 
Universitätsspital Basel (CH)

Department of Dermatology, 
Inselspital Berne (CH)

Forschungszentrum Borstel (D)

Dermatchirurgie Workshop, 6. Juli 2023, 
Das vielseitige App «FlapFinder»	

15. Internat. Dermatoscopy Course: Squamous cell 
carcinoma and actinic keratosis
	
Abschiedssymposium Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
29.2.2024: Perioperative anaphylaxis	

ZDFT 2023, 23. Juni: Psychosomatik bei Dermatosen - 
wie vorgehen?	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Tandem - Interpolierte Lap-
penplastiken bei ausgedehnten Defekten an der 
Nase	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Tandem - Plastische Chirurgie 
“Hauttumore”	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Praktische Fälle Entzündliche 
Dermatosen	

ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Tandem: Dermatologie/
Infektiologie: STI	

Abschiedssymposium Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
29.2.2024: Insect Stings	

Dermatoskopie-Kurs, 1.2.2024: Zukunft der mikro-
graphischen Chirurgie – Innovationen und KI/AI	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Dermatochirurgie, 
Live Streaming 	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: SGDV: was macht die SGDV 
aktuell	

Lecture 20. Juli 2023: New Horizon - Zukunftsweisende 
Errungenschaften in Melanom-Therapie: Die Zukunft 
der individualsierten Neoantigen-Therapie
	
ZDFT 2023: What’s New: Haare
	

15. Internat. Dermatoscopy Course: Benign non 
melanocytic lesions; Quiz cases	

Abschiedssymposium Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
29.2.2024: Fine Food Allergies	

48



Guest Speakers 2023 and 2024

 
Speaker	 Institution	 Topic
 	

Karbach Michael, Dr. med. 

Kempf Werner, Prof. Dr. med. 

Kempf Werner, Prof. Dr. med. 

Krasovec Rahmann Marguerite, MD

Kuonen François, PD Dr. med.

Kuonen François, PD Dr. med.

Larkin James, Prof. Dr. med.

Läuchli Severin, PD Dr. med. 

Läuchli Severin, PD Dr. med. 

Lauener Roger, Prof. Dr. med.

Luchsinger Isabelle, Dr. med. 

Luchsinger Isabelle, Dr. med. 

Marghoob Ashfaq, Prof.

Masenga John, Prof. Dr. med. 

Micheroli Raphael, Dr. med. 

Mutter Bettina	

Klinik für Plastische und Hand-
chirurgie, Universitätsspital Zürich

Histologische Diagnostik Zürich & 
Dermatologische Klinik,USZ (CH)

Kempf und Pfaltz Diagnostik AG, 
Zürich (CH)

Private Dermatologische Praxis, 
Schlieren (CH)

Service de Dermatologie, CHUV, 
Lausanne (CH)

Service de Dermatologie, CHUV, 
Lausanne (CH)

The Royal Marsden Hospital 
London (UK)

IDV Stadtspital Zürich (CH)

IDV Stadtspital Zürich (CH)

CK-Care und Ostschweizer 
Kinderspital, St. Gallen (CH) 

Dermatologie, Universitäres 
Kinderspital Zürich (CH)

Dermatologie, Universitäres 
Kinderspital Zürich (CH)

Memorial Sloan Ketterin Cancer 
Center, New York (USA)

Regional Dermatology Training 
Center, Moshi, Tanzania

Klinik für Rheumatologie, 
USZ (CH)

Mutter & Partner, Consulting AG, 
Bern (CH)

ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Tandem: Intensivmedizin, TEN	

ZDFT 2023/2024: What’s New in Dermatopathology; 
Praktische Fälle Dermatopathologie	

ZDFT 2024, 21.6.: 3 Fälle aus der Histopathologie; 
Clinicopathologische Korrelation	

Entzündliche Dermatosen: Klinische Fälle aus der
Praxis (ZDFT 2023 und 2024)
	
Dermatochirurgie-Kurs, 19.1.2023: Deep breathing 
reduces anxiety and pain	

Dermatchirurgie Workshop, 19. Januar 2023: Deep 
breathing reduces anxiety and pain; Molecular 
mechanisms of basal cell carcinoma progression 
and plasticity	

Lecture 25. Mai 2023: Dual immune checkpoint 
inhibition in kidney and melanoma	

Dermatologie für Grundversorger, 3.10.2024: 
Akne - Neue Leitlinien	

2. Grosse Semesterfortbildung, 28.11.2024: 
Nagelveränderungen konservativ vs chirurgische 
Massnahmen	

Abschiedssymposium Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
29.2.2024: Prävention und Bildung in der Kindheit 
(Prevention and education in childhood)	

ZDFT 2023: Praktische Fälle pädiatrische 
Dermatologie	

ZDFT 2024, 21.6.: Pädiatrische Dermatologie, 
Fälle aus dem KISPI	

Int. Dermatoscopy Course; Benign melanocytic 
lesions (including congenital nevi, Spitz)	

Abschiedssymposium Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
29.2.2024: Dermatological Quiz 	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Tandem - Psoriasis und Psoriasis- 
arthritis; Psoriasis-Patienteninformation, 4. Oktober 
2023: TBD	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Standespolitik: Wer entscheidet 
was. Was haben wir erreicht. Was kommt als 
nächstes	
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Guest Speakers 2023 and 2024

 
Speaker	 Institution	 Topic
 	

Mutter Bettina	

Navarini Alexander, 
Prof. Dr. med. Dr. sc. nat.

Nienhold Ronny, PhD 

Oeggerli Martin, Dr.

Pinter Andreas, PD Dr. med.

Plaza Tobias, Dr. med.

Puhan Milo, Prof. Dr. med. PhD

Ring Johannes, Prof. Dr. med. 

Scharl Michael, Prof. Dr. med.  

Schlagenhauff Bettina, Dr. med.

Schlagenhauff Bettina, Dr. med.

Schwerzmann Martina, Dr. med. dent.

Schwieger Briel Agnes, Dr. med. 

Schwieger Briel Agnes, Dr. med. 

Silverberg Jonathan, Prof. Dr. med.

Simon Dagmar, Prof. Dr. med.

Mutter & Partner, Consulting AG, 
Bern (CH)

Dermatologische Klinik, 
Universitätsspital Basel

Institut für Pathologie und 
Molekularpathologie, USZ (CH)

Micronaut

Klinik für Dermatologie, 
Venerologie & Allergologie  
Universitätsklinikum Frankfurt (D)

Hautzentrum Uster (CH)

Universität Zürich, Institut für 
Epidemiologie, Biostatistik 
und Prävention

Technische Universität München 
und CK-Care, München (D)

Klinik für Gastroenterologie, 
USZ (CH)

Dermacenter, Küssnacht am 
Rigi, (CH)

Hautcenter, Küssnacht am 
Rigi, (CH)

Klinik für Mund-, Kiefer und 
Gesichtschirurgie, USZ (CH)

Dermatologie, Universitäres 
Kinderspital Zürich (CH)

Dermatologie, Universitäres 
Kinderspital Zürich (CH)

The George Washington 
University; School of Medicine 
and Health Services, Washington 
DC (USA)

Universitätsklinik für Dermato-
logie, Inselspital Bern (CH)

ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Antworten auf Fragen zur aktuellen 
Politik	

What’s New: Entzündliche Hautkrankheiten; Digitale 
Dermatologie (ZDFT 2019 resp. 2020)	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Tandem - Molekularpathologie 
bei melanozytären Hautläsionen	

Abschiedssymposium Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
29.2.2024: Into the Deep: Micronautic Visions of 
Allergens Teil 2
	
ZDFT 2023, 23. Juni 2023: Behandlung der Hidradenitis 
suppurativa im Jahr 2023	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Praxiszertifizierung: 
Warum und wie	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Tandem: Long COVID / 
Impfung	

Abschiedssymposium Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
29.2.2024: History of 30 and more years of Allergy	

2. Grosse Semesterfortbilung, 30.11.2023: 
Darm-Mikrobiom in der Dermatologie	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Aktueller Stand: Tardoc und 
ambulantes Pauschalensystem	

ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Aktuelles zur Tarifpolitik
	

ZDFT 2023, 22. Juni: Tandem - Mundschleimhaut	

Therapie entzündlicher Krankheiten bei Kindern*	

ZDFT 2024, 21.6.: Pädiatrische Dermatologie, 
Fälle aus dem KISPI	

Road-Show by AbbVie AG: 5.2.2024: Is good still 
good enough for you and your AD patients? 
Raising the standards of care in Atopic Dermatitis	

ZDFT 2023, 23. Juni 2023: Prurigo nodularis
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Guest Speakers 2023 and 2024

 
Speaker	 Institution	 Topic
 	

Soyka Michael, Prof. Dr. med. 

Staub-Buset Caroline, Dr. med. 

Theiler-Peng Martin, Dr. med.

Thomas Luc, Prof. Dr. med. 

Traidl-Hoffmann Claudia, Prof. Dr. med.

Trüeb Ralph, Prof. Dr. med. 

Weibel Lisa, PD Dr. med.

Wilhelm Stolz, Dr. med. 

Wolfensperger Maya, Dr. med. 

Wolfensperger Maya, Dr. med.

Zimmerli Lukas, PD Dr. med. 

Zink Alexander, PD Dr. med.

Klinik für ORL, Universitätsspital 
Zürich (CH)

Immunologie-Zentrum Zürich (CH)

Dermatologie, Universitäres 
Kinderspital Zürich (CH)

Centre Hospitalier Universitaire 
de Lyon (F)

Universitätsklinikum Augsburg 
und CK-Care (D)

Dermatologische Praxis und 
Haarcenter Wallisellen (CH)

Dermatologie, Universitäres 
Kinderspital Zürich (CH)

Department of Dermatology, 
Munich Clinic Thalkirchner-Str., 
München (D)

IDV Stadtspital Zürich 
Europaallee (CH)

IDV Stadtspital Zürich 
Europaallee (CH)

EMBA, Leiter Department Mediz-
in/Chefarzt Medizinische Klinik, 
Kantonsspital (CH)

Klinik und Poliklinik für Dermato- 
logie und Allergologie am Bieder-
stein, Technische Universität 
München (D)

ZDFT 2024, 20.6.: Tandem: Dematochirurie
	

1. Grosse Semesterfortbildung, 11.4.2024: 
Phlebologie - ein Update	

ZDFT 2023: Praktische Fälle pädiatrische Dermato-
logie & Whats New in Pädiatrischer Dermatologie 
und “Diagnostik und Therapie der Tinea capitis”

15. International Dermatoscopy Cours: Acral lesions; 
Nail Dermatoscopy	

Abschiedssymposium Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 
29.2.2024: Umwelt und Bedrohungen (Environment 
and threats) 	

ZDFT 2024: 20.6.: Praktische Fälle: Fall 1, Haarcenter 
Wallisellen: Trichologie	

Praktische Fälle pädiatrische Dermatologie & Whats 
New in Pädiatrischer Dermatologie (je an ZDFT 2023 
und 2024)

15. International Dermatoscopy Cours: Quiz cases; 
Lesions of the face	

1. Grosse Semesterfortbildung “Brücken zwischen USZ 
und IDV Stadtspital Zürich Europaallee”: News und 
Anwendung der Therapien bei autoimmunbullösen 
Dermatosen	

Dermatologie für Grundversorger, 3.10.2024: Aesthetik 
im Stadtspital Zürich
	
2. Grosse Semesterfortbildung, 28.11.2024: 
Medizinische Check-up – was ist sinnvoll?
	

ZDFT 2023, 23. Juni 2023: Artificial Intelligence 
in der Dermatologie	
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Guest Speakers (ZDFT)
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Subject/Title	 Type of education	 Date	 Organisation
 	

Dermatochirurgie Workshop: 
Tipps & Tricks

1. Grosse Semesterfortbildung: 
News in Therapien

Interdisziplinäre Dermatoonko-
logie-Fortbildung: Neues zu Haut-
krebs – Diagnose und Therapie

International Dermatocopy Course

13. Zürcher Dermatologische Fort-
bildungstage ZDFT, Jahresthema:  
Interdisziplinäre Schnittstellen in 
der Dermatologie, Teil I

Dermatologie für Grundversorger: 
Therapie und Diagnostik; together 
with Institut für Hausarztmedizin 
UZS/UHZ & medIx

2. Grosse Semesterfortbildung: 
Neues und Update zu Hautkrebs 
und Entzündliche Hautkrankheiten

Dermatochirurgie Workshop: 
Tipps & Tricks

Abschiedssymposium Prof. Dr. med. 
Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier

1. Grosse Semester-Fortbildung: 
Brücken zwischen Stadtspital Zürich 
und Dermatologische Klinik USZ

Interdisziplinäre Dermatologie- 
Fortbildung: Neues zu Hautkrebs - 
Diagnostik und Therapie

14. Zürcher Dermatologische Fort-
bildungstage: Jahresthema: 
Interdisziplinäre Schnittstellen in 
der Dermatologie, Teil II

Dermatologie für Grundversorger – 
Therapie und Diagnostik*

2. Grosse Semester-Fortbildung: 
Neues und Update zu Hautkrebs 
und Entzündlichen Hautkrankheiten

*	 in collaboration with Institute 	
	 for Dermatology & Venerology, 	
	 Stadtspital Zürich (CH)

Dermatology

Dermatology

Dermatology, 
Oncology, 
Dermatopathology

Dermatology

Dermatology

General 
Practicionars

Dermatology, 
Oncology

Dermatology

Allergology

Dermatology

Dermatology, 
Oncology, 
Dermatopathology

Dermatology

General 
Practicionars

Dermatoloy, 
Oncology

January 19, 2023

March 30, 2023

May 11, 2023

June (online)

June, 22–23, 2023

October 5, 2023

November 30, 2023

February 1, 2024

February 29, 2024

April 14, 2024

May 23, 2024

June 20–22, 2024

October 3, 2024

November 28, 2024

Prof. Dr. med. Jürg Hafner

	
Dr. med. Maya Wolfensperger & 
Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Kündig	

Prof. Dr. med. Reinhard Dummer & 
PD Dr. med. Joanna Mangana

	
Prof. Dr. med. Ralph Braun

	
Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Kündig & 
Prof. Dr. med. Reinhard Dummer	
	

Dr. med. Dr. sc. nat. Barbara Meier- 
Schiesser & Dr. med. Maya 
Wolfensperger	

Dr. med. Maya Wolfensperger & 
Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Kündig

Prof. Dr. med. Jürg Hafner	

	
Prof. Dr. med. Charlotte Brüggen & 
Dr. med. Claudia Lang

	 	
Dr. med. Dr. sc. nat. Barbara Meier- 
Schiesser & Dr. med. Maya 
Wolfensperger	

	
PD Dr. med. Joanna Mangana &
Prof. Dr. med. Reinhard Dummer	
	

Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Kündig & 
Prof. Dr. med. Reinhard Dummer	
	

Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Kündig, PD Dr. 
med. Severin Läuchli, Dr. med. Maya 
Wolfensperger & Dr. med. Christian Greis

		
Dr. med. Dr. sc. nat. Barbara Meier- 
Schiesser & Dr. med. Maya 
Wolfensperger			 

Continuing Medical Education 2023 and 2024
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Research collaborations – 
Foundations and associates        9

The success of the consortium is also reflected by over 15 
patents and ongoing clinical trials as well as a thriving 
Young Investigator Program. The latter includes around 60-
70 MD and PhD students and postdocs from the teams at 
15 universities and university hospitals that are partners in 
the consortium. The young investigators meet for techni-
cal workshops, guest lectures, panel discussions, etc. and 
build their network of interdisciplinary experts of the future 
generation.

In the past years, SKINTEGRITY.CH has initiated exchange 
between skin research hubs in Singapore (SRIS) and Bos-
ton (CBRC), and thereby extended their international net-
work. They also established a collaboration with the Swiss 
magazine Dermatologica Helvetica for regular contribu-
tions. An update of the consortium’s latest activities and 
achievements is available on the SKINTEGRITY.CH website 
(www.skintegrity.ch) or the LinkedIn channel (linkedin.com/
company/skintegrity-ch.

SKINTEGRITY.CH

Chronic skin ulcers, inflammatory skin diseases, and skin 
cancer are very common pathologies. They are often as-
sociated with high morbidity, and some of these diseases 
may even cause mortality. The development of innovative 
diagnostic and therapeutic approaches for these disor-
ders requires a thorough understanding of the underlying 
pathomechanisms and close collaboration between experts 
from different disciplines.

For almost a decade, the Swiss interdisciplinary research 
consortium SKINTEGRITY.CH has provided the framework 
for the development of such innovative diagnostics and 
therapeutics. Over 50 principal investigators of the con-
sortium, including six from the USZ Department of Derma-
tology, work at the forefront of skin research. Their highly 
interdisciplinary projects have resulted in over 130 collab-
orative publications, covering basic biomedical research, 
(bio)engineering, and clinical dermatology, rheumatology 
and surgery.

The consortium at various Annual Meetings throughout the years:
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Bruno Bloch Foundation 
www.brunoblochstiftung.ch

Catherine Frey-Blanc took over the administrative man-
agement of the Bruno Bloch Foundation on 1.1.2023: “I would 
like to thank my predecessor Patrick Schaffter, who gave 
me the opportunity to continue and expand the beautiful 
and enriching task of management with pleasure. Our guid-
ing principle is: “in the spirit of the founders” (widow of Prof. 
Bruno Bloch, in 1935). Our aim is not to accumulate wealth, 
but to MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

In collaboration with our team and our assistant, Stefanie 
Widmer, we focus on the most important activities to cre-
ate visibility and offer concrete opportunities:
–	 Project Donations: We have already identified 9 projects,  
	 which we present on our homepage and via a video screen  
	 in the waiting areas.
–	 Donor events: We organized two inspiring information  
	 evenings in the Uniturm restaurant in 2023 and 2024,  
	 where we presented the projects – in 2024 in the form of  
	 a poster walk. These events offered interesting dialog  
	 with our donors and potential supporters. 

Memorial Lectures Prof. Bruno Bloch

32th Memorial Lecture, February 27, 2023

Guest-Speaker: 
Prof. Dr. med. Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier

Topic: «Eine Dermatologische Reise in 
die Tropen»

A highly fascinating kaleidoscope of der-
matological conditions, as commonly seen 
in the tropics or after returning from travel.
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of skin cancer (e.g. melanoma, cutaneous lymphoma, etc.). 
The board consists of Prof. R. Dummer (President), Prof. K. 
Hunger, Prof. R. Kaufmann (Frankfurt), Prof. M. Levesque, 
Prof. A. Navarini and C. Frey-Blanc (Treasurer). The current 
aim is to generate a substantial contribution for clinical and 
experimental skin cancer research in Zurich and other  
institutions in Switzerland. VHKF consists of more than 60 
members and its number is continuously growing: in 2023/ 
2024: 6 new members: Dr. Florentia Dimitriou, Dr. Christian 
Greis, PD Dr. Joanna Mangana, Dr. Mirjam Nägeli (for 2025: 
already 3 applicants).

The new members are contributing to bring in valuable new 
impetus, e.g. the VHKF has entered into a partnership with 
derma2go regarding digital skin checks.

The most important activities in 2023/2024 were:
–	 Podcast Melanom, see 17. Chapter Public Relations
–	 Skin Cancer Resarch Award, donated by Pierre Fabre
	 Many thanks at this point to Tanja Ruppen, Brand 
	 Manager Dermatology, Pierre Fabre Suisse SA.
	 The Winners of the Award 2023/2024 (price giving at 	
	 the Annual Assembly of SSDV, Swiss Society for 
	 Dermatology and Venereology) were:

–	 Arranging contacts: We initiate and arrange contacts  
	 with foundations for the submission of funding applica- 
	 tions by researchers at the Department of Dermatology  
	 USZ. So far, 3 projects have already been successful and  
	 around five more are pending.
–	 Long-term collaboration: An intensive exchange with the  
	 heads of external foundations, family offices and private  
	 banks is sought in order to build sustainable partnerships.
–	 Visibility through social media: We are working on build- 
	 ing our presence on social media to make our projects  
	 and initiatives more visible.
–	 Concert for donators in 2025: In February we are planning  
	 again a concert with the fabulous soloists Sol Gabetta,  
	 Violoncello, and Kristian Bezuidenhout, Fortepiano.

Association for Research on Cancer of the Skin 
www.skincancer.ch                     

Founded in 2004, the Association for Research on Cancer 
of the Skin (Verein für Hautkrebsforschung; VHKF) aims to 
coordinate and stimulate skin cancer research in Switzer-
land by supporting the research of rare and severe forms 

Memorial Lectures Prof. Bruno Bloch

33th Memorial Lecture, February 26, 2024

Guest-Speaker: 
Prof. Dr. med. Reinhard Dummer

Topic: «Hautkrebs – eine Volkskrankheit»

A highly engaging and dynamic presenta-
tion on the latest advances in the early 
detection and treatment of melanoma.
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2023
Dr. Annalisa Santari

Department of Dermatology USZ 
(Group Prof. M. Levesque) 

Project: Targeting neurotrophic receptors: 
a new strategy for therapy resistant melanoms 

(105th Annual Assembly SSDV, Lausanne)

2024
Dr. sc. nat. Peter Renz

Institute for Regenerative Medicine, University of Zurich
Project: Screening for novel autocrine TNF-ɑ 

inhibitors to prevent tumor invasion 
(106th Annual Assembly SSDV, Lausanne)



signatures, sensitization patterns, and the skin and gut  
microbiomes are conducted. Furthermore, a wide range of 
educational activities is offered, including interactive courses 
for students and medical students, residents and medical 
professionals. These “flipped-classroom” courses include 
“Allergic Diseases in Daily Pediatric Practice” in collabora-
tion with Kinderärzte Schweiz, annual courses for students 
from the universities of Zurich, Basel, and Munich on “Trans-
lational Allergy,” and a newly established course on “Patient- 
Centered Communication and Shared Decision Making”  
for residents in allergy or dermatology training programs. 
The “Allergy Online Campus” (AOC) offers a variety of short 
teaching videos for participants in these courses, with plans 
to expand it to a broader local and international audience.

Additionally, a patient counseling service by a specially 
trained nurse for individuals with atopic dermatitis has been 
established. On an individual basis, patients can consult 
an allied health expert for 20-50 minutes to discuss all as-
pects of skin care. This service is made possible through 
the generous support of CK-CARE (more details can be 
found at https://www.usz.ch/fachbereich/dermatologie/
angebot/neurodermitis/). The next step involves establish-
ing a training curriculum for “Allergy for Allied Health Work-
ers,” which will include tools for allergy testing, manage-
ment, and patient communication skills.

Truus and Gerrit van Riemsdijk Foundation

Since many years the Department of Dermatology UZH  
receives a yearly generous support from the Truss and  
Gerrit van Riemsdijk Foundation. This precious support  
enables us to persue our ambitious clinical research pro- 
jects in severe inflammatory skin diseases. 

Christine Kühne-Center for Allergy Research  
and Education (CK-CARE) 
www.ck-care.ch

The Christine Kühne-Center for Allergy Research and Edu-
cation (CK-CARE) is dedicated to researching allergic dis-
eases, with a particular focus on atopic dermatitis. Founded 
in Davos in 2009, it has led to the creation of a network of 
research groups in Davos, Bonn, Munich, St. Gallen, and the 
UHZ’s allergy unit (see www.ck-care.ch). Over the past de-
cade, the foundation has become part of a larger initiative 
focusing on various allergic diseases, with the Medicine 
Campus Davos serving as its core (https://medizincampus-
davos.ch/en/). New research buildings equipped with 
state-of-the-art technology and several professorships 
have been established. In 2019, a highly competitive pro-
fessorship for translational allergy research was awarded 
to Professor Marie-Charlotte Brüggen from our Depart-
ment. Since then, she has built a successful and dynamic 
research group focused on inflammatory skin diseases, their 
comorbidities, global relevance, and cutaneous drug re-
actions (see also www.bruggenlab.com).

Another new building with state-of-the-art research and 
educational facilities was recently opened on October 15, 
2024. This building offers additional space and advanced 
equipment for three research groups and an expanding 
education team, both of which closely collaborate with the 
University Hospital of Zurich and our Department.

Among other activities, CK-CARE has built a cohort of more 
than 1,600 patients with atopic dermatitis since 2017 (Pro-
RaD Study). These patients are followed for five years, with 
plans to extend this duration. In addition to extensive data 
collection, in-depth investigations such as immunological 

“The first step for successful 
cancer therapy is a profound 
understanding of the cancer 
subtype. The clinical trial of 

today is the treatment of 
tomorrow.”

Dummer Reinhard, Prof. Dr. med. 

Medizincampus Davos: Inauguration of the new building 
RESEARCH II, October 24, 2024 / Foto: Clemens Güdel, Davos
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rations, benefiting from the excellent facilities and interac-
tion with the Davos-based research groups, in addition to 
her own established research group in Schlieren (www.brug-
genlab.com).
Prof. P. Schmid-Grendelmeier has been appointed as  
Senior Consultant for Dermatology and Allergology in a 
part-time role, stepping in for PD Dr. Möhrenschlager during 
his vacations. He supervises both admitted dermatology 
patients and the rapidly growing outpatient clinic. Addi-
tionally, he continues his activities at CK-CARE, leading the 
education team in collaboration with professional MME ex-
perts Doris Straub Picirillo and Dr. Miriam Uhlman, as well 
as Prof. Roger Lauener (Head of the Children’s Hospital of 
St. Gallen) and Dr. Claudio Rhyner (Managing Director of 
CK-CARE).

Kantonsspital Frauenfeld/Thurgau 
www.hochgebirgsklinik.ch 

Since 2011 a dermatological outpatient clinic at the Kantons- 
spital Frauenfeld (cantonal hospital) has been in operation 
in close collaboration with the USZ Department of Derma-
tology. The clinic is run by senior dermatologists from the 
Department of Dermatology. The team of physicians re-
ceives support from a dermatology resident from USZ who 
is sent to Frauenfeld for a six-month rotation. Dr. S. Nobbe 
serves as head of the clinic. Other senior dermatologists 
include Dr. A. Vonrüti (since 2018), Dr. A. Cicha (since 2020), 
Dr. V. Del Prete (since 2021) and Dr. L. Meier (since 2023). 

Zuger Kantonsspital  
www.zgks.ch 

In close collaboration with the Department of Dermatol-
ogy at the University Hospital Zurich (USZ), Dr. Elisabeth Ho-
henstein Jaccard runs a highly sought-after two-day der-
matology service at the Kantonsspital Zug, providing 
consultations for both referred outpatient and internal 
cases. Additionally, Prof. Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier, now 
serving as Senior Consultant, and Dr. Sara Micaletto both 
act as consultants at the Kantonsspital Zug for allergic dis-
eases. The Allergy Outpatient Clinic is now available 1–2 
days per week, addressing a growing demand for special-
ized allergy services in the region. Furthermore, regular 
training opportunities in dermatology and allergology for 
local residents and practitioners can now be established).

Hochgebirgsklinik Davos   
www.hochgebirgsklinik.ch 

USZ collaborates closely with the Hochgebirgsklinik Davos 
and CK-CARE (www.ck-care.ch), both of which are members 
of the Medicine Campus in Davos. The Kühne Foundation 
played a key role in establishing the Medicine Campus  
Davos, which offers state-of-the-art research and educa-
tional facilities in various fields, including cardiovascular 
rehabilitation, dermatology, and allergy. A new research 
and education building opened on October 15, providing 
additional space and cutting-edge equipment for three 
research groups and a growing education team. Both are 
closely collaborating with the University Hospital Zurich and 
our department.
Special programs are available for patients with allergic 
and inflammatory skin diseases, as well as food intoler-
ances (especially histamine intolerance). These programs 
combine high-level patient care with targeted educational 
initiatives and professional psychosomatic and nutritional 
support, offering a unique hospitalization experience in a 
specially designed setting with fully renovated private 
rooms. This service is led by PD Dr. M. Möhrenschlager, and 
until the end of July 2024, also by Prof. M.-C. Brüggen, MD, 
PhD, whose professorship, founded by CK-CARE, is shared 
between the Medicine Campus Davos, the Department of 
Dermatology at USZ, and UZH. As the head of the Allergy 
Unit at USZ, Prof. Brüggen continues her research collabo-

Collaborations with 
other dermatology centers       10
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Picture Team Dermatology Kantonsspital Frauenfeld 2024: from left 
to right Dr. M. Klinger, A. Schaub, K. Leutenegger, Dr. S. Nobbe, 
V. Todorovic, Dr. V. Del Prete, S. Varga, Dr. L. Meier, Dr. A. Vonrüti, 
J. Dobler (missing: Dr. A. Cicha)



Congresses/ 
scientific meetings11

The Department of Dermatology at USZ organizes 3-4 large, 
partly interdisciplinary training courses annually, including 
one for primary care providers/GPs, the ZDFT (Zürcher Der-
matologische Fortbildungstage) in June, as well as nume-
rous smaller events for various specialist groups.

In addition, 2024 saw a special and even touching event:
The Welfare Symposium in honor of Prof. Peter Schmid-
Grendelmeier

Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier led the Allergy Department and 
the Allergology Research Department for 21 years, follo-
wing Prof. Brunello Wüthrich.

Symposium, February 29, 2024

The symposium afternoon was highly meaningful, 
impactful, almost touching making it difficult to 
find the right words to describe the experience.

Around 300 attendees enjoyed the excellent pre-
sentations from long-time friends and colleagues 
of Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier.

Colleagues from Switzerland, Europe, and even 
Prof. John Masenga (Research Leader at the 
Regional Dermatology Training Center, Moshi/
Tanzania), who shares a decades-long relationship 
and collaboration with Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier 
in Tanzania, provided highly interesting insights 
into a whole kaleidoscope of topics.

For us, a comforting thought – several very promi-
sing projects with Prof. Schmid-Grendelmeier are 
already taking shape, even after his retirement 
at the end of July. We’re looking forward to it 
very much.

“I would like to thank our team, 
our colleagues in the other 
specialist disciplines and, 

above all, our patients.”
Hafner Jürg, Prof. Dr. med.
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A Selection of our other mentioned regular training courses for primarly dermatologists:

Dermatoscopy Course 2023 

June 5, 2023
Chair: Prof. Ralph Braun

Interdisziplinäry Dermatoonkologie-Fortbildung «Neues zu Hautkrebs – 
Diagnostik und Therapie»
(in collaboration with Comprehensive Cancer Center Zurich)

May 23, 2024
Chairs: Prof. Dr. Reinhard Dummer & 
PD Dr. Joanna Mangana

Keynote Lecture: 

«Meine persönlichen Highlights bei der Behandlung 
von Hautkrebserkrankungen im Jahr 2024» 

Prof. Dr. med. Carola Berking
Chefärztin, Uniklinikum Erlangen (D)

Renowned speakers included Prof. L. Thomas from Lyon, Prof. A. Marghoob from New York, Prof. O. Gaide 
from Lausanne, and Prof. W. Stolz from Munich. Their lectures provided participants with valuable insights 
into the latest developments and standards in dermatoscopy. The course was a milestone in dermatological 
education and emphasized the importance of personal interaction and expertise in skin cancer diagnosis.

The Dermatoscopy course in 
Zurich was a great success, 
with over 325 participants from 
Switzerland and across Europe. 

It was the first course held in 
person after the COVID pandemic 
and was met with enthusiasm 
both in terms of content and 
organization.
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Grosse Semesterfortbildung – 
News in Therapien

For the 1st time together with the Institute 
for Dermatology and Venereology, 
Stadtspital Zurich: «Brücken»

April 4, 2024
Chairs: Dr. Dr. Barbara Meier-Schiesser (Derma 
USZ) & Dr. Maya Wolfensperger (IDV Stadtspital 
Zürich)

Fortbildung for General Practitionars in collaboration with Institute of “Hausarztmedizin”, 
UHZ and University of Zurich & mediX Zürich:
«Therapien und Diagnostik für Grundversorger»

October, 2024
Chairs: Dr. Christian Greis (Derma USZ) & Dr. Maya Wolfensperger (IDV, Stadtspital Zurich)

For the 9th time we organized the symposium on request of our partners*”; it is the only training on Dermato-
logy especially for General Practionars in the German part of Switzerland in this targeted format.

Dermatosurgery Workshop
“TIPPS and TRICKS” – Hand-on-Workshop

February 1, 2024
Chair: Prof. Jürg Hafner

Guest Speaker: 
Prof. Daniela Hartmann MD, PhD, LMU Munich
«Zukunft der mikropgraphischen Chirurgie – KI/AI»

62



Speakers Dinner

13th and 14th Zürcher Dermatologische Fortbildungstage

The Zürcher Dermatologische Fortbildungstage (ZDFT) were 
launched in 2011 and quickly proved to be highly success-
ful, as reflected by the feedback and number of partici-
pants — primarily practicing dermatologists. Over 350 der-
matologists attended, confirming the event’s establishment 
as one of the most important dermatology congresses in 
the German-speaking region of Switzerland.

The three day intensive continuing medical education event 
offers a mix of plenary lectures, hands-on workshops at the 
Department of Dermatology, and a half-day session on 
“What’s New.” Each year, the congress focuses on a spe-
cific theme. The “Jahresthema” for both 2023 and 2024 was 
“Interdisciplinary Interfaces in Dermatology”. Due to the 
wide range of collaborations with other clinics/institutes at 
USZ and external centers, this theme continued in 2024.

Topics included: Dermatologic Surgery (with Plastic Surgery 
and ENT), Radiotherapy, TEN (with Intensive Care Medicine), 
Artifacts in Dermatology (with Psychiatry), Psoriasis/Psori-
atic Arthritis (with Rheumatology), Oral Mucosa, Molecular 
Pathology in Skin Cancer (with the Institute of Pathology), 
and Long Covid (Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Prevention 
Institute, University of Zurich).

ZDFT 2024: Jahresthema, Interdisziplinäre Schnittstellen  
in der Dermatologie, Teil II, Tandem: Merkelzellkarzinom – 
Bestrahlung und Update, PD Dr. Joanna Mangana, mit Prof. 
Dr. Panagiotis Balermpas
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Overview of the various PR-Activities
–	 Events for Patients and the Public
	 Specific illnesses / “Tag Offene Tür”
–	 Patient Information Brochures and online-Information
–	 Media Relations: Various interviews and presence 
	 in TV editions
–	 Homepage
–	 Social media: posts primarily through the 
	 “Bruno Bloch Foundation”

Events for the public and patients
The Dermatological Clinic at USZ organizes 3 events each 
year for the general public, always in collaboration with re-
levant patient organizations. The consistently high level of 
interest demonstrates that these events are greatly appre-
ciated by the public, patients, and their families. Typically, 
we have around 80–120 participants.

A selection:

Public 
relations12

ÖffentlicheVorträge

Forum

Allergien:
Was tun, wenn es juckt und brennt?
Allergien sind zur Volkskrankheit geworden: Heuschnupfen, Nesselfieber,
Ekzeme oder Allergien auf Lebensmittel oder Bienenstiche plagen mehr als
ein Drittel der Schweizer Bevölkerung. Juckreiz ist dabei ein typisches
Symptom.

Am Forum zeigen wir Ihnen auf, wie Sie Allergien erkennen und abklären
können. Ist ein Gang zum Arzt jederzeit notwendig oder kann man auch
selber etwas dagegen unternehmen? Was für Therapien stehen heutzu-
tage zur Verfügung?

Der Eintritt ist frei. Wir freuen uns auf Sie.

Allergie FORUM
Was tun, wenn es juckt und brennt?

September 20, 2023
Live Streaming Facebook
Chair: Prof. Dr. Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier
Prof. Dr. Thomas Kündig

“Whether in quality management, 
the Bruno Bloch Foundation, 

or other areas – how enriching 
to work with our team with its 
exceptional competence and

 professionalism.”
Frey-Blanc Catherine
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CCCZ – Gemeinsames onkologisches Exzellenzzentrum

Comprehensive Cancer Center Zürich (CCCZ)

Patientenakademie – Hautkrebs

Dienstag, 7. Mai 2024, 18.00 – 19.25 Uhr
Grosser Hörsaal OST, Universitätsspital Zürich

Patientenakademie – Hautkrebs

May 7, 2024
Chair: Prof. Dr. Reinhard Dummer

Latest Information about the various forms of skin 
cancer; with presentations of patient organisations:
– Melanom-Organisation
– Krebsliga des Kantons Zürich
– lymhom.ch

Against 200 participants

Wir wissen weiter. 

Dermatologische Klinik

Akne inversa – die versteckte Plage

Montag, 28. Oktober 2024, 18.30 – 19.45 Uhr
Online-Veranstaltung

Patient Information 
Acne Inversa

October 28, 2024
Online
Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Julia-Tatjana Maul

Information on key facts about Hidradenitis 
Suppurativa (Acne Inversa) with an interdisciplinary 
focus. Speakers from the Departments of Dermato-
logy, Dermatosurgery, and Internal Medicine
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Dermatologische Klinik – Allergiestation

Medikamentenallergien

Wir erklären Ihnen, was es für Medikamentenallergien gibt und wie diese 
durch uns abgeklärt und behandelt werden. Für weitere Fragen steht
Ihnen das medizinische und pflegerische Team der Allergiestation gerne 
zur Verfügung.

Wir wissen weiter. 
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Dermatologische Klinik / Hämatologische Klinik

Informationen 
über Mastozytose

Tag Offene Tür, USZ Circle, September 14, 2024

Patient information brochures for specific illnesses

We create our own patient information brochures on the most common skin diseases, including skin cancer, atopic der-
matitis, psoriasis, hand eczema, hidradenitis suppurativa, laser medicine, and more. Our goal is to provide balanced and 
objective information to our patients. These brochures are available free of charge on our website and are regularly  
requested by practicing dermatologists for distribution to their patients.

A selection:

Wir wissen weiter. Gemeinsam.

Gesundheitszentrum USZ Flughafen

Tag der offenen Tür –  
kommen Sie vorbei! 

Samstag & Sonntag, 14. & 15. September 2024  
12.00 – 16.30 Uhr
Circle, USZ Flughafen

Gesundheitsparcours
und Vorträge

All available 
brochures:
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Internet/intranet/social media/media relations

We update our website (www.dermatologie.usz.ch) 
almost daily to ensure that the content remains re-
levant and engaging. We provide various videos 
for patients to help them prepare for their medical 
consultations and treatments. 

Our senior of physicians is available to the media 
(both general and specialized press) for targeted 
topics and interviews on a regular basis.

Podcast USZ 2023 – Digital Consultation
by Dr. Ch. Greis

Neue Podcast-Episode:

«Der analoge und digitale Hautarzt»

Christian Greis, Dr. med.
Oberarzt, Dermatologische Klinik

Reinhören unter: usz.ch/direkt

Podcast on Melanoma (issued by Verein für Hautkrebsforschung)

Thanks to a generous donation to the Association for Skin Cancer Research, the dermato-oncology team has success-
fully launched a podcast project focused on melanoma. This series includes 19 podcasts that address the most import-
ant questions about melanoma. The authors and speakers are all members of the dermato-oncology team at the Der-
matology Clinic USZ, including doctors and nursing staff. The goal is to provide patients, their families, and interested 
individuals with the opportunity to listen to or access information at any time and from anywhere, serving as a supple-
ment to the printed patient information brochures printed patient information brochures.

Melanom        Podcasts

www.skincancer.ch 

Expertinnen und Experten  des Hauttumor- 
zentrums des Universitätsspitals Zürich 
besprechen die wichtigsten Fragen zur 
Diagnose, Behandlung und Nachsorge 
des Melanoms.

Podcast:
www.skincancer.ch
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In 1993, 30 years ago, the Museum of Wax Moulages opened 
its doors at Haldenbachstrasse 14 in Zurich. Since then, 
many moulages from the extensive Zurich collection have 
been featured in various themed special exhibitions. The 
permanent exhibition has been enhanced, and a teaching 
collection has been established. The popular introductory 
dermatology course for medical students has become as 
well-established as the study module for medical collec-
tions, the CAS Medlaw course, and the numerous guided 
tours for nursing schools.

A small exhibition was dedicated to the 30-year history of 
exhibitions, which opened on the occasion of the “Lange 
Nacht der Museen” in September 2023. Various artefacts 
from past exhibitions were once again displayed in the 
showcases alongside the moulages. These included a pre-
pared chipmunk to illustrate historical concepts regarding 
the cause of skin “Spots and Patches” a mousepad for the 
computer game “Catch the Sperm” from the exhibition 
“Feind im Blut”, which compared the fight against syphilis 

Museum of 
Wax Moulages13

and gonorrhea at the beginning of the 20th century with 
the HIV prevention campaign of 2002, and vaccination cas-
settes for cowpox vaccination that led to the eradication 
of smallpox. At this event, we set a record with 1,072 visi-
tors. This record was surpassed a year later during the 
“Lange Nacht der Museen” 2024 with 1,207 visitors, when 
we presented wax moulages with glass eyes from the  
Zurich Eye Clinic in the exhibition “Auf das Auge geblickt”, 
along with explanations on their historical use and the  
process of making glass eyes.

The Sinergia-SNF project “The Case of Syphilis”, a collab-
oration between the Universities of Geneva and Strasbourg, 
in which the Museum of Wax Moulages participated as a 
partner, concluded in January 2024 with a conference in 
Geneva. As part of this project, Sabina Carraro restored 
several moulages depicting syphilis from the collections in 
Geneva and Zurich, which were then digitally recorded for 
3D presentation. During various meetings and congresses 
throughout the project, conservation and restoration, as 

Welcoming speech by the dean of the medical faculty Prof. Frank Rühli in front of the Museum of Wax Moulages.
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well as different aspects of the historical and future impact 
of wax moulages on the perception and communication of 
the disease, were discussed.

A particular highlight was the international conference 
“Collections Coming Together – Wax Moulages, Human  
Remains, and Their Common Concerns,” organized in  
Zurich in June 2023 by Michael Geiges and Sabina Carraro 
with the support of the Bruno Bloch Foundation. Over two 
days, directors of institutes and collections with wax mou-
lages and human remains, along with specialists in con-
servation and restoration, presented their collections and 
projects, discussing current issues related to the use and 
care of moulage or human remains collections. The meeting 
led to the founding of the International Working Group on 
Wax Moulages, which aims to promote cooperation between 
specialized collections to ensure professional conservation 
and restoration, address ethical aspects, improve funding 
opportunities, and support international research projects.

Conference „Collections coming together“: workshop at the UZH 
Irchel Campus
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FMH Board Exam, Dermatology and Venereology

2023: 
–	 Dr. Jacqueline Bazerol
–	 Dr. Tobias Berger
–	 Dr. Corinne Eggenschwiler
–	 Dr. Fabienne Fröhlich
–	 Dr. Stefan Furrer
–	 Dr. Tobias Murer 
–	 Dr. Patrick Schmithausen 
–	 Dr. Marina Schneider 
–	 Dr. Dario Simic
–	 Dr. David Spitzmüller 

2024: 
–	 Dr. Melike Ak 
–	 Dr. Natalie Anasiewicz 
–	 Dr. Jamila Hess 
–	 Dr. Marie-Louise Hilbers
–	 Dr. Fabienne Huber
–	 Dr. Laura Lieger 
–	 Dr. Madleina Senn
–	 Dr. Johanna Ziegler

FMH Board Exam, Allergology and Clinical 
Immunology

2023: 
–	 Dr. Jacqueline Dülgeroglu 
–	 Dr. Zara Liniger
–	 Dr. Larissa Meier
–	 Dr. Andrina Neff 
–	 Dr. Ayla Yalamanoglu

2024: 
–	 Dr. Sayaka Aeschbacher
–	 Dr. Marco Fischer
–	 Dr. Alexandra Cristina van der Staal 

Promotions, grants 
honors and awards14

Titular Professorship
–	 Prof. Dr. Julia-Tatjana Maul
	 December 2024

Venia legendi 
–	 PD Dr. Lara V. Maul-Duwendag
	 December 2024

Associate Physicians
–	 Prof. Dr. PhD Marie-Charlotte Brüggen

Appointment
–	 PD Dr. Severin Läuchli
	 Head of Dermatology, Institute for Dermatology 
	 and Venereology, Stadtspital Zürich
–	 Dr. Maya Wolfensperger
	 Associate Physicians Institute for Dermatology 
	 and Venereology, Stadtspital Zürich
–	 Dr. Lukas Krähenbühl
	 Head of Dermatology, Kantonsspital Aarau

Attending Physicians with Extended Responsibility
–	 Dr. Dr. Barbara Meier Schiesser
–	 PD Dr. Joanna Mangana

Attending Physicians   
–	 Dr. Fabio Bertoldo
–	 Dr. Fabienne Fröhlich
–	 Dr. Carole Guillet
–	 Dr. Omar Hasan Ali
–	 Dr. Diana Lazarevic
–	 PD Dr. Lara Maul-Duwendag
–	 Dr. Johanna Ziegler

Attending Physicians i.V
–	 Dr. Fabienne Huber
–	 Dr. Ramtin Lichtenberger
–	 Dr. Marina Schneider
–	 Dr. Madleina Senn
–	 Dr. Johanna Ziegler

Promotions FMH board exam (specialist examinations)
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Prof. Dr. med. PhD Marie-Charlotte Brüggen
–	 Election as member of the Board of Foundation of 	
	 SSAI Swiss Society of Allergology and Immunology* 	
	 in June 2023

Prof. Reinhard Dummer
–	 Reward Certificate “Highly Recited Researcher 2023 
	 in the field of Clinical Medicine” of Web of Science 
	 researcher profiles/Clarivate
–	 The 5th most cited cancer researcher in the 
	 German-speaking world on the Labor Journal’s 	
	 Raking List. 
	 www.laborjournal.de/rubric/ranking/R24_11/index2.php
	 www.laborjournal.de/rubric/ranking/R19_11/rang.php

Dr. med. Florentia Dimitriou
–	 Georg Friedrich Götz Preis 2022: «Immuntherapie 
	 bei fortgeschrittenen mukosalem Melanom»;
  	 Award Ceremony, May 25, 2023
–	 Siegenthaler Stiftung University of Zurich: 
	 Reserach Stipendium 2023 for Research Stay, 
	 Topic: Translational Research, MD Anderson Center, 	
	 Houston, Texas

Dr. med. Christian Greis
–	 Grant Foundation MONSOL, December 2024: 
	 Hybride Versorgungsforschung”, Research Grant 

Prakt. Ärztin Danielle Fehr
–	 Posterprize Annual Meeting of SSAI*, in June 2024: 	
	 “Best Poster Presentation for Epidemiological, 
	 Clinical or Immunological Research in Atopic 
	 Dermatitis”; Title: “No Grass Pollen Allergy in sub-
	 Saharan Africa?” Analysis of Sensitization Patterns 	
	 to Pollen in Swiss and sub-Saharan African Patients
–	 Posterprize Bruno Bloch Foundation”Dermato-
	 allergology – Contact Eczema” at the Annual 
	 Meeting SSDV Swiss Society of Dermatology and 	
	 Venerology in September 2024 

Prof. Dr. med. Jürg Hafner
–	 Election as President of the International Society 
	 for Dermatologic Surgery, August 2023

PD Dr. med. Antonios Kolios
–	 Nomination as Principle Investigator of SKINTEGRITY.CH 	
	 and National Principle Investigator of Swiss Registry 	
	 “Hidradenitis suppurativa”, August 2023

PD Dr. med. Laurence Imhof
–	 Master Certificat ETH “Medizinphysik”, 
	 February 2023

–	 Election as President of the Swiss Laser 
	 Commission FMCH, 2023
–	 Election as President of Arbeitsgruppe 
	 Radiotherapie SSDV, August 2023

Dr. med. Lukas Krähenbühl 
–	 L’Oréal Prize: Annual Meeting SSDV: La Roche 
	 Posay Award “Dermatologie aus ganzem 
	 Herzen 2024”, September 2024

Prof. Dr. med. Julia-Tatjana Maul 
–	 Nomination as Principle Investigator of 
	 SKINTEGRITY.CH
–	 Nomination as Editor for BJD – British Journal of 
	 Dermatology (Associate Editor for Epidemiology 
	 and Inflammatory Skin diseases)
–	 Nomination as Section Editor for JEADV: 
	 Inflammatory skin diseases 1 (psoriasis, adverse 
	 reactions to drugs, auto-inflammatory diseases), 	
	 October 2023
–	 Election as Chair of EADV Task Force Skin Diseases 
	 in Pregnancy (before: 3 years Co-Chair), EADV 
	 Amsterdam, October 2024

PD Dr. med. Lara V. Maul-Duwendag 
–	 Nomination as Co-Chair of the EADV Task Force 
	 Tropical Dermatology, October 2024

Dr. med. Dr. sc. nat. Barbara Meier-Schiesser 
–	 AbbVie Fellowship Programm 2024, 
	 September 2024

Dr. med. Dr. sc. med. Egle Ramelyte 
–	 Grant Hedy Glor Meier-Stiftung; Projekt Uveales 
	 Melanom, 2024

Andrea Roggo 
–	 National MD-PhD grant application. The committee 	
	 decided to support our Pruritus project! Swiss 
	 Academy of Medical Sciences, September 2023
–	 Young Investigator Travel Award during WCCL 	
	 (World Congress on Cutaneous Lymphoma), 
	 April 2024 “selected as outstanding by our 
	 Scientific Review Council”

Prof. Dr. med. Peter Schmid-Grendelmeier 
–	 Nomination as Honorary Member of the Polish 
	 Society of Dermatology and Venereology, at the 
	 Rajka-Symposiums of International Society for 	
	 Atopic Dermatitis ISAD, Gdanks/Poland, 
	 September 2023

Honoraries, Awards and Grants (a selection)
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Our ongoing efforts in medical education, public relations, 
marketing, and networking with private practitioners are 
made possible only through external funding. We collab-
orate with industry partners on postgraduate education, 
providing both private practitioners and the industry with 
a platform for communication and exchange. Additionally, 
external funding enables us to organize various public  
relations activities, including informational events for the 
public and patients, patient information brochures, and 
targeted support for selected patient organizations. Op-
portunities are also provided by our two charitable foun-
dations: the Bruno Bloch Foundation and the Association 
for Skin Cancer Research (Verein für Hautkrebsforschung).

We would like to express our sincere gratitude for the sup-
port of our industrial partners. Their collaboration enhances 
the quality and scope of our postgraduate teaching offer-
ings. The Department of Dermatology at USZ is thankful  
to the following sponsors and donors for their generous 
support.

Partners, sponsors, 
collaboration with industry, 
fundraising

15

With special acknowledgement to our partners

Schwerpunkt «Hautkrebs»
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“It is inspiring to see how 
progress in research contributes 

to meaningful improvements 
in patient care and our 

everyday clinical practice.”
Meier-Schiesser Barbara, Dr. med. Dr. sc. nat. 

“Skin cancer research has 
played a pioneering role in 

advancing immunotherapy, 
opening new doors of 
hope across countless 

cancer types.”
Mangana Joanna, PD Dr. med. 
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Financial Data
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Outpatient setting
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Leaves Inpatient 
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Biopsies in  
Dermatopathology
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Research

Cumulative  
Impact Factor  

Publications

1795

Percentage of  
Clinical Trials within 
University Hospital  

Zurich

over 20%

Number of Clinical Trials/Protocols:
Around 40 new protocols in 2023/2024 mainly 
in melanoma and inflammatory skin diseases

SDNTT (Swiss Dermatology Network for Targeted 
Therapies): 51% patients from Zurich/Department 

of Dermatology USZ (as per 2024: 733 patients 
included from Zurich)

Original Research Publications

Reviews

Number of Research Groups

0 70 14010535

143

8

19

Publications and Research Groups
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       Budget University Hospital Zurich

       Third-party funds

Teaching

Congresses/Symposia 2023/2024

International	 –	 International Dermatoscopy Course, Juni 2024

National	 – 	ZDFT Zürcher Dermatologische Fortbildungstage, June 2023/2024

	 – 	4 Grosse Semesterfortbildungen (March/April and November 		
		  2023/2024)

	 – 	2 Interdisciplinary Dermooncoloy Symposia (May 2023 and 2024)

	 – 	Allergology: Welfare-Symposium for Prof. P. Schmid-Grendelmeier, 	
		  February 29, 2024

	 – 	2 Fortbildungen for General Practitionars (October 2023 and 2024)

	 – 	3 Dermatosurgery Courses (July and January 2023/2024)

68 FTE

172 FTE
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